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The Corporation of the Township of Seguin 

Agenda for the Regular Meeting of Council 

to be held on Monday, June 15th, 2026 

in the Township of Seguin Council Chambers 
and Electronic Participation 

01. Land Acknowledgement. 2:30 p.m. 

02. Call to Order and Approval of Agenda. 

03. Disclosure of pecuniary interest and the general nature thereof. 

04. Adoption of Minutes: 
a) Minutes of the Regular and Closed Session Meetings of Council held 

June 1st, 2026. ® 

05. Public Meeting:   
Adjourn to Public Meeting for Planning Act Applications. ® 

a) Consent Application No. B-2025-0018-F and Zoning By-law 
Amendment Application No. R-2026-0008-F (Vukelic). Report No. PL-
2026-066. 

Close Public Meeting for Planning Act Applications. ® 
Decisions: 

a) Consent Application No. B-2025-0018-F and Zoning By-law 
Amendment Application No. R-2026-0008-F (Vukelic). ® 

06. Shore/Concession Road Allowances: 
a) Shore Road Allowance Application No. RAS-2026-0003-F Blair (Otter 

Lake) Report No. PL-2026-063. ® 

07. Delegations:  
a) Danielle Lenarcic Biss & Leandra Correale Ferguson – Thinc Design 

and Mary Catherine Mehak – Mehak, Kelly & Associates. 
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- Parks, Recreation & Culture Master Plan – Final Draft. Report 
No. CS-2026-005. 

b) Rob Bosomworth – Safe Quiet Lakes. 
- Overview of Safe Quiet Lakes’ mandate and update on 

activities. 
c) Mike Birett & Linda Franz from Birett and Associates. 

- Scope of work re implementation of the findings from the 
Waste Management Strategy. 

08. Staff Reports: Resolution to receive Reports. ® 
Public Works: 

a) Report No. RD-2026-004, Road Occupancy Permit By-law. ® 
Treasury: 

b) Financial Update May 31, 2026. 

09. Business: 
a) Township of The Archipelago – West Parry Sound OPP Detachment 

Board appointments. 

10. Council Reports. 

11. Board/Committee Agendas & Minutes: 
a) Township of Seguin Business Committee - Draft Minutes of May 7, 

2026. 
b) Township of Seguin Recreation and Culture Committee – Draft 

Minutes of May 20, 2026. 

12. Correspondence: Listed on the next page. 
Resolution to receive the Board & Committee Agendas & Minutes and the 
Correspondence as listed on the Agenda. ® 

13. Integrity Commissioner Reports: 
a) Office of the Integrity Commissioner Annual Report July 2025 - June 

2026. ® 
b) Complaint Investigation Report Complaints 260226 & 200326. ® 

14. Closed Session: 
Adjourn to Closed Session. ® 

a) Information Technology Update. 
b) Potential Long-Term Lease. 
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Reconvene Open Session. ® 
Resolutions from Closed Session. ® 

15. Confirming By-law No. 2026-058. ® 

16. Adjournment. ® 

Correspondence: 
a) Association of Municipalities of Ontario – Communications. 
b) Municipal Property Assessment Corporation – Communications. 
c) North Bay Parry Sound District Health Unit – Communications. 
d) Good Roads – Communications. 
e) Ontario Heritage Trust – Communications. 
f) The Labour Market Group – Communications.  
g) Federation of Ontario Cottagers’ Association - Communications. 
h) Federation of Canadian Municipalities – Communications. 
i) Township of Brudenell, Lyndoch and Raglan - Ontario Veterinary College 

Expansion of Enrollment Capacity. 
j) Township of Brudenell, Lyndoch and Raglan - ALTO High-Speed Rail Project 

in its Current Form. 
k) Township of Brudenell, Lyndoch and Raglan - Provincial Legislation 

Amendments Health and Safety Concerns. 
l) Township of Brudenell, Lyndoch and Raglan - Canada Post Rate Reduction 

for Libraries. 
m) Township of Southgate - Canada Post Rate Reduction for Libraries. 
n) United Counties of Leeds and Grenville - Municipal Engineers Association 

(MEA) Municipal Road Construction Standards. 
o) Ministry of the Attorney General - Bring Your Own Permit Follow up to 

Municipalities. 
p) Parry Sound Area Chamber of Commerce (PSACC) - This Table Has a Story. 
q) PSACC - Help Bring Canada Day 2026 to Life in Parry Sound. 
r) PSACC - Put Your Business in 6,000 Local Mailboxes This June. 
s) PSACC - A Helping Hand for Decluttering, Downsizing and Estate 

Cleanouts. 
t) Town of Puslinch - Consent Item 6.8 Finlay’s Law on Emergency Room 

Reform. 
u) Plympton-Wyoming Resolution - Sustainable Provincial Grant Funding for 

Fire Services in Ontario. 
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v) Township of Baldwin - OPP Municipal Policing Billing Model. 
w) Township of Armour - Hwy 11 & 17 Rest Stops Areas. 
x) Municipality of Whitestone - Conditions of Highway 520. 
y) Township of North Glengarry - Property Tax Reassessment Cycle. 
z) Municipality of Calvin - Shared Municipal and Provincially Mandated 

Services. 
aa) Township of Larder Lake - FONOM Establishment of a Northern Ontario 

Policing Grant. 
bb) Town of Orangeville - Extend Deadline for Notices of Intention of Designate 

Listed Heritage Properties. 
cc) Hydro One - Meter Replacements (Township of Seguin). 
dd) Belvedere Heights - Financial Statement 2025. 
ee) 911 Emergency Services for the Parry Sound Area - Financial Statements 

December 31, 2025. 
ff) County of Prince Edward - Better Regional Governance Act. 
gg) County of Prince Edward - Sustainable Funding for Public Health Units. 
hh) Municipality of Red Lake - Community Safety and Policing Act, 2019. 
ii) Township of North Dumfries - Extend the Deadline for Notices of Intention to 

Designate Listed Heritage Properties. 
jj) Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing - Bill 119 Notification Letter. 
kk) Township of Clearview - Vacant Commercial Storefront Tax. 
ll) Town of South Bruce Peninsula - Affirming Outdoor Education as Essential. 
mm) Village of Merrickville Wolford - Traffic Calming & Speeding Mitigation 

Techniques. 
nn) Municipality of North Grenville - Traffic Calming & Speeding Mitigation 

Techniques. 
oo) Northeastern Manitoulin & The Island - Provincial Healthcare Spending. 
pp) Township of Machar - End Opposition to Change to FIPPA. 
qq) Town of Bruce Mines - End Opposition to Change to FIPPA. 
rr) Municipality of Wawa - End Opposition to Change to FIPPA. 
ss) County of Prince Edward - End Opposition to Change to FIPPA. 
tt) Municipality of Chatham-Kent - End Opposition to Change to FIPPA. 
uu) North Bay Parry Sound District Health Unit (NBPSDHU) - New Beach Signs 

Aims to Prevent Health Risks. 
vv) Samantha Simms - Humphrey Public School Graduation. 



Adoption
of

Minutes
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The Corporation of the Township of Seguin 

Draft Minutes of a Regular Meeting of Council 

held on Monday, June 1st, 2026 at 2:30 pm  

in the Township of Seguin Council Chambers 

and Electronic Participation 

The following Members were present: 

• Mayor Ann MacDiarmid (Council Chambers) 

• Councillor Ward 1 Ken Adams (Council Chambers) 

• Councillor Ward 2 Mario Buszynski (Council Chambers) 

• Councillor Ward 3 Greg Getty (Council Chambers) 

• Councillor Ward 4 Terry Fellner (Council Chambers) 

• Councillor Ward 5 Ted Collins (Council Chambers) 

• Councillor Ward 6 Gail Finnson (videoconference) 

Approval of Agenda. 

After the meeting was called to order Mayor MacDiarmid asked for approval of 

the agenda. Council approved the agenda with the following 

additions/changes. Addition to 05. Public Meeting item a) Zoning By-law 

Amendment Application No. R-2026-0006-H (Dookie) of correspondence from 

Agnes Wong, Laurette Agnello, Brad Profit, Mia Boivin, Cindy Profit, Kaitlen 

Stevenson, Joel Profit, Angelina Crawford, Audry Agnello, Peter Meade & 

Angela MacArthur, Patricia Boyle, Sam Williamson, Taylor Ledger, Shannon 

Jung, Shane McKinnon, Angie Deciccio and Danielle Emery. Addition to 08. 

Staff Reports item b) Official Plan Amendment Application No. OPA-2025-0003-

H, Zoning By-law Amendment Application No. R-2025-0013-H and Plan of 

Subdivision Application No. CON-2025-0001-H (Rosseau Springs Limited) of 

correspondence from Leo DeLoyde, Agent for the Applicant. Addition to 08. 

Staff Reports item c) Zoning By-law Amendment Application No. R-2025-0014-F 

and Consent Application No.’s B-2025-029-F & B-2025-030-F (Jacques) of 

removal of Consent Application No. B-2025-030-F as it was withdrawn by the 

applicant, email re staff report clarification and, correspondence from Alan 

Han on behalf of Katarzyna Sliwa, Allan & Betty Hubbell, Philip West, Anna & 

Ross Barrett. Addition to 08. Staff Reports item e) Consent Application No.’s B-

2025-0021-C, B-2025-0022-C, B-2025-0023-C & B-2025-0024-C (Clarke/Manchee) 

of correspondence from John, Andrea & Nicole Stirk. Addition to 09. Business 

item b) of Parry Sound Council – Correspondence & Resolution re Closure of 

Canadore College Parry Sound Campus. 

Disclosure of Pecuniary Interest. 

Mayor MacDiarmid requested that any disclosures of conflict of 

interest/pecuniary interest be declared for the record. None were declared. 

The following resolutions were considered. 

DRAFT
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Resolution No. 2026-131 

Moved by: Councillor Greg Getty 

Seconded by: Councillor Ken Adams 

“THAT the Council of The Corporation of the Township of Seguin does hereby 

adopt the Minutes of the Regular and Closed Session Meetings of Council held 

May 19th, 2026 as circulated.”. 

CARRIED 

Resolution No. 2026-132 

Moved by: Councillor Ted Collins 

Seconded by: Councillor Terry Fellner 

“THAT the Council of The Corporation of the Township of Seguin does hereby 

adjourn the Regular Meeting to hold a Public Meeting and receive public 

comments for the following matters: 

➢ Zoning By-law Amendment Application No. R-2026-0006-H (Dookie). 

➢ Zoning By-law Amendment Application No. R-2026-0007-H (Vilaca).”. 

CARRIED 

The Mayor advised Council would now hold public meetings for proposed 

Zoning By-law Amendment Applications. 

The Mayor advised in accordance with the Planning Act, Council would 

consider all matters placed before it prior to passing a Zoning By-law 

Amendment. 

The Mayor advised anyone who wished to receive notice of a passing of a 

Zoning By-law Amendment and who had not submitted such a request in 

writing should provide their full name and address to the Deputy Clerk. 

The Mayor advised no one other than the prescribed persons may appeal an 

application under the provisions of the Planning Act. If they do not make oral 

submissions at a public meeting or make written submissions to the Council of 

The Corporation of the Township of Seguin prior to the decision of Council, then 

the Ontario Land Tribunal may dismiss the appeal.  

The Mayor advised the purpose of the proposed Zoning By-law Amendment 

Application No. R-2026-0006-H (Dookie) is to amend the Rural Zone to include a 

site specific exception to permit a Childcare Centre within an existing dwelling 

on the property.  

The Mayor asked the Deputy Clerk to state the method by which Notice of the 

meeting was provided and the dates on which that Notice was provided. 

The Deputy Clerk advised Notice of the public meeting was provided by 

posting the property, posting on the Township of Seguin’s website, and by 

regular mail on April 10th, 2026. Notice was therefore considered to be provided 

in accordance with the requirements of the Planning Act. 

The Mayor asked if the Township had received any correspondence with 

respect to this application. 

The Deputy Clerk advised correspondence had been received from Agnes 

Wong, Laurette Agnello, Brad Profit, Mia Boivin, Cindy Profit, Kaitlen Stevenson, 

Joel Profit, Angelina Crawford, Audry Agnello, Peter Meade & Angela 
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MacArthur, Patricia Boyle, Sam Williamson, Taylor Ledger, Shannon Jung, Shane 

McKinnon, Angie Deciccio and Danielle Emery. 

The Mayor asked if there was anyone present in-person in the Council 

Chambers who wished to speak in favour of or in opposition to this application. 

Talycia Dookie, Agent for the Applicant attended the meeting in-person and 

addressed Council to explain the reasons for the applications and answer any 

questions Council may have of Ms. Dookie related to the application. 

The Mayor asked if anyone had registered to speak to this application via 

electronic participation.  

The Deputy Clerk advised no one had registered to speak to this application via 

electronic participation. 

The Mayor advised the purpose of the proposed Zoning By-law Amendment 

Application No. R-2026-0007-H (Vilaca) is to rezone the lands to a Shoreline 

Residential One Exception Zone to recognize existing lot coverage on the lands 

and to recognize an existing deficient side yard setback to the attached 

garage. The application will permit the replacement of existing decks attached 

to the cottage. 

The Mayor asked the Deputy Clerk to state the method by which Notice of the 

meeting was provided and the dates on which that Notice was provided. 

The Deputy Clerk advised Notice of the public meeting was provided by 

posting the property, posting on the Township of Seguin’s website, and by 

regular mail on April 17th, 2026. Notice was therefore considered to be provided 

in accordance with the requirements of the Planning Act. 

The Mayor asked if the Township had received any correspondence with 

respect to this application. 

The Deputy Clerk advised no correspondence had been received. 

The Mayor asked if there was anyone present in-person in the Council 

Chambers who wished to speak in favour of or in opposition to this application. 

No in-person verbal submissions were received. 

The Mayor asked if anyone had registered to speak to this application via 

electronic participation. 

The Deputy Clerk advised Adam Kozlowski of Planscape Inc., Agent for the 

Applicant and Joni & Ashley Frydrych had registered to speak to this 

application via electronic participation. 

Adam Kozlowski of Planscape Inc., Agent for the Applicant attended the 

meeting via electronic participation and addressed Council to explain the 

reasons for the applications and answer any questions Council may have of Mr. 

Kozlowski related to the application. 

Joni & Ashley Frydrych attended the meeting via electronic participation and 

addressed Council to make comments related to the application. 
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The Mayor advised Council would now close the public meeting and 

reconvene to the regular meeting. 

Resolution No. 2026-133 

Moved by: Councillor Mario Buszynski 

Seconded by: Councillor Ken Adams  

“THAT the Public Meeting held for the following matters is hereby closed and 

the Regular Meeting is hereby reconvened: 

➢ Zoning By-law Amendment Application No. R-2026-0006-H (Dookie). 

➢ Zoning By-law Amendment Application No. R-2026-0007-H (Vilaca).”. 

CARRIED 

Resolution No. 2026-134 

Moved by: Councillor Ken Adams 

Seconded by: Councillor Greg Getty 

“THAT By-law No. 2026-041, Being a By-law to amend Township of Seguin Zoning 

By-law No. 2006-125 (4903-010-007-01800, 66 Clear Lake Road, R-2026-0006-H, 

Dookie), is hereby deemed to have been read a first, second and third time 

and passed by Council.”. 

CARRIED 

Staff will prepare a report on Zoning By-law Amendment Application No. R-

2026-0007-H (Vilaca)and the comments received for Council’s consideration. 

 

The Mayor advised Council would now consider the following road allowance 

application: 

 

➢ Concession Road Allowance Application No. RAC-2024-0004-F (Beaulieu). 

By-law No. 2026-043. 

The Mayor asked if any written objections had been received related to this 

application. 

The Deputy Clerk advised no written objections had been received related to 

this application. 

The Mayor asked if there was anyone present in-person in the Council 

Chambers who wished to speak to this application. 

No in-person verbal submissions were received. 

The Mayor asked if anyone had registered to speak to this application via 

electronic participation. 

The Deputy Clerk advised no one had registered to speak to this application via 

electronic participation. 

Resolution No. 2026-135 

Moved by: Councillor Ted Collins 

Seconded by: Councillor Mario Buszynski 

“THAT By-law No. 2026-043, Being a By-law to sell part of an original concession 

road allowance, Application No. RAC-2024-0004-F (Beaulieu), is hereby 
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deemed to have been read a first, second and third time and passed by 

Council.”. 

CARRIED 

Rebecca Pollock, Executive Director, and Nicole Guzik, Education Advisor of 

the Georgian Bay Mnidoo Gamii Biosphere attended the meeting in-person 

and addressed Council regarding a proposed partnership with the Township for 

their Kids in the Biosphere program, including a request for funding for the 2026 

pilot year of the program in Seguin Township. Following the delegation, Council 

passed Resolution No. 2026-136 regarding the request for funding. Ms. Pollock 

advised she would bring a business plan back to Council later in the year 

outlining how the program could continue in Seguin Township going forward.  

Resolution No. 2026-136 

Moved by: Councillor Mario Buszynski 

Seconded by: Councillor Greg Getty 

“THAT the Council of The Corporation of the Township of Seguin does hereby 

approve a donation in the amount of $1200. to the Georgian Bay Mnidoo 

Gamii Biosphere for the 2026 Kids in the Biosphere Program.”. 

CARRIED 

Resolution No. 2026-137 

Moved by: Councillor Terry Fellner 

Seconded by: Councillor Greg Getty 

“THAT the Council of The Corporation of the Township of Seguin does hereby 

receive the Staff Reports as presented on the Agenda for the June 1st meeting 

of Council. 

 

By-law Enforcement: 

➢ Report No. BL-2026-03, Dark Sky By-law. 

 

Planning: 

➢ Report No. PL-2026-049, Zoning By-law Amendment Application No. R-

2026-0006-H (Dookie). 

➢ Report No. PL-2026-053, Zoning By-law Amendment Application No. R-

2026-0007-H (Vilaca). 

➢ Report No. PL-2026-052, Concession Road Allowance Application No. 

RAC-2024-0004-F (Beaulieu). 

➢ Report No. PL-2026-057, Official Plan Amendment Application No. OPA-

2025-0003-H, Zoning By-law Amendment Application No. R-2025-0013-H 

and Plan of Subdivision Application No. CON-2025-0001-H (Rosseau 

Springs Limited). 

➢ Report No. PL-2026-048, Zoning By-law Amendment Application No. R-

2025-0014-F and Consent Application No.’s B-2025-029-F & B-2025-030-F 

(Jacques). 

➢ Report No. PL-2026-051, Section 51(26) Agreement Application No. AGR-

2026-0003-H (2833823 Ontario Corp.). 

➢ Report No. PL-2026-054, Consent Application No.’s B-2025-0021-C, B-2025-

0022-C, B-2025-0023-C & B-2025-0024-C (Clarke/Manchee). 

➢ Report No. PL-2026-056, Zoning By-law Amendment Application No. R-

2025-0019-F (Janse). 
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➢ Report No. PL-2026-060, Zoning By-law Amendment Application No. R-

2026-0001-H (O’Leary). 

➢ Report No. PL-2026-061, License of Occupation Agreement Application 

No.’s AGR-2025-0003-H, AGR-2025-0004-H, AGR-2025-0005-H & AGR-2026-

0002-H (Poetker, Charland, Tyssen, Lamarre). 

 

Strategic Initiatives: 

➢ Report SI-2026-003, Update – Strategic and Operational Plans.”. 

CARRIED 

Resolution No. 2026-138 

Moved by: Councillor Ken Adams 

Seconded by: Councillor Mario Buszynski 

“THAT By-law No. 2026-057, Being a By-law to regulate outdoor illumination to 

ensure responsible lighting, light pollution mitigation and conservation of the 

dark sky environment within the Township of Seguin, is hereby deemed to have 

been read a first, second and third time and passed by Council.”. 

CARRED 

Resolution No. 2026-139 

Moved by: Councillor Greg Getty 

Seconded by: Councillor Terry Fellner 

“THAT By-law No. 2026-030, Being a By-law to adopt Amendment No. 15 to the 

Official Plan for the Township of Seguin, is hereby deemed to have been read a 

first, second and third time and passed by Council.”. 

 

Councillor Getty moved that the motion be deferred. Councillor Adams 

seconded the motion to defer. The motion to defer was carried. 

RECORDED VOTE DEFFERED TO JULY 6, 2026 

Division List 

Adams – Yea 

Buszynski – Yea 

Collins – Yea 

Fellner – Nay 

Finnson – Nay 

Getty – Yea 

MacDiarmid – Nay 

Resolution No. 2026-140 

Moved by: Councillor Ted Collins 

Seconded by: Councillor Terry Fellner 

“THAT By-law No. 2026-029, Being a By-law under the provisions of Section 34 of 

the Planning Act, R.S.O. 1990, to amend By-law No. 2006-125, the Zoning By-law 

of the Township of Seguin (4903-010-002-23200, 4903-010-002-22800, 4903-010-

002-04000, 4903-010-002-00950, R-2025-0013-H, Rosseau Springs), is hereby 

deemed to have been read a first, second and third time and passed by 

Council.”. 

Councillor Getty moved that the motion be deferred. Councillor Adams 

seconded the motion to defer. The motion to defer was carried. 

RECORDED VOTE DEFFERED TO JULY 6, 2026 

Division List 

Adams – Yea 

Buszynski – Yea 
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Collins – Yea 

Fellner – Nay 

Finnson – Nay 

Getty – Yea 

MacDiarmid – Nay 

Resolution No. 2026-141 

Moved by: Councillor Greg Getty 

Seconded by: Councillor Mario Buszynski 

“Moved to direct staff to amend the By-law 2026-029 to prohibit new lots that 

would result in a septic system being located within 300 metres of the shoreline 

specific to the Rosseau Springs Application.”. 

RECORDED VOTE CARRIED 

Division List 

Adams – Yea 

Buszynski – Yea 

Collins – Yea 

Fellner – Nay 

Finnson – Yea 

Getty – Yea 

MacDiarmid – Nay 

Resolution No. 2026-142 

Moved by: Councillor Ted Collins 

Seconded by: Councillor Greg Getty 

“THAT By-law No. 2026-053, Being a By-law to amend Township of Seguin Zoning 

By-law No. 2006-125 (4903-030-003-00605, R-2025-014-F, Jacques), is hereby 

deemed to have been read a first, second and third time and passed by 

Council.”. 

CARRIED 

Resolution No. 2026-143 

Moved by: Councillor Ted Collins 

Seconded by: Councillor Terry Fellner 

“THAT the Council of The Corporation of the Township of Seguin does hereby 

grant provisional approval to Consent Application No. B-2025-029-F (Jacques), 

subject to the conditions set out in the Decision.”. 

CARRIED 

Resolution No. 2026-144 

Moved by: Councillor Ken Adams 

Seconded by: Councillor Greg Getty 

“THAT By-law No. 2026-042, Being a by-law to enter into an Agreement with 

2833823 Ontario Corp. related to an Agreement under Section 51(26) of the 

Planning Act R.S.O. as amended (File No. ARG-2026-0003-H), is hereby deemed 

to have been read a first, second and third time and passed by Council.”. 

CARRIED 

Resolution No. 2026-145 

Moved by: Councillor Terry Fellner 

Seconded by: Councillor Greg Getty 

“THAT the Council of The Corporation of the Township of Seguin does hereby 

grant provisional approval to Consent Application No.’s B-2025-0021-C, B-2025-
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0022-C, B-2025-0023-C and B-2025-0024-C (Clarke/Manchee), subject to the 

conditions set out in the Decisions.”. 

CARRIED 

Resolution No. 2026-146 

Moved by: Councillor Ken Adams 

Seconded by: Councillor Ted Collins 

“THAT By-law No. 2026-044, Being a By-law to amend Township of Seguin Zoning 

By-law No. 2006-125 (4903-030-008-02174, R-2025-0019-F, Janse), is hereby 

deemed to have been read a first, second and third time and passed by 

Council.”. 

CARRIED 

Resolution No. 2026-147 

Moved by: Councillor Greg Getty 

Seconded by: Councillor Terry Fellner 

“THAT By-law No. 2026-045, Being a By-law to authorize the execution of a 

Subdivision Amending Agreement between the Township of Seguin and 

Kenneth Janse, 4903-030-008-02174, R-2025-0019-F, is hereby deemed to have 

been read a first, second and third time and passed by Council.”. 

CARRIED 

Resolution No. 2026-148 

Moved by: Councillor Mario Buszynski 

Seconded by: Councillor Ken Adams 

“THAT By-law No. 2026-028, Being a By-law to amend Township of Seguin Zoning 

By-law No. 2006-125 (4903-010-005-07470, 101D Islandview Road, R-2026-0001-H, 

O’Leary), is hereby deemed to have been read a first, second and third time 

and passed by Council.”. 

CARRIED 

Resolution No. 2026-149 

Moved by: Councillor Terry Fellner 

Seconded by: Councillor Ken Adams 

“THAT By-law No. 2026-051, Being a By-law to enter into License Agreements 

between Elizabeth Poetker & Margaret Wilson, Michel Charland, Peggy 

Charland & Justin Charland, Richard Tyssen & Reese Tyssen, Jeremy Lamarre & 

Amanda Wright and The Corporation of the Township of Seguin for part of the 

Original Shore Road Allowance in front of Goldfinch Road, and part of the bed 

of Black/Gilbank Lake, in the geographic Township of Humphrey, now Township 

of Seguin, is hereby deemed to have been read a first, second and third time 

and passed by Council.”. 

CARRIED 

Council considered Staff Report No. SI-2026-003, Update – Strategic and 

Operational Plans. The report was received as information. 

Resolution No. 2026-150 

Moved by: Councillor Mario Buszynski 

Seconded by: Councillor Terry Fellner 

“THAT the Council of The Corporation of the Township of Seguin does hereby 

support the Township of Muskoka Lakes Council Resolution C-3-13/05/26 copy 

attached hereto as Schedule “A” and the District Municipality of Muskoka 

District Council Resolution 56/2026 copy attached hereto as Schedule “B” 
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regarding significant and damaging flooding and the Muskoka Watershed 

Management. 

AND THAT a copy of this resolution be forwarded to The Premier of Ontario, 

Doug Ford; The Honourable Minister Harris Jr., Minister of Natural Resources; The 

Honourable Minister Flack, Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing; The 

Honourable Minister McCarthy, Minister of Environment Conservation and Parks; 

The Honourable Graydon Smith, Associate Minister of Municipal Affairs and 

Housing; the Township of Muskoka Lakes Council and the District Municipality of 

Muskoka Council.”. 

CARRIED 

Resolution No. 2026-151 

Moved by: Councillor Greg Getty 

Seconded by: Councillor Terry Fellner 

“THAT the Council of The Corporation of the Township of Seguin does hereby 

support the Town of Parry Sound Council Resolution No. 2026-065 regarding 

Canadore College’s decision to close Canadore’s Parry Sound Campus, copy 

attached hereto as Schedule “A”. 

AND THAT a copy of this resolution be forwarded to the Chair and Board of 

Canadore College’s Board of Governors; the president of Canadore College, 

Doctor Sandra Efu; the Minister of Colleges, Universities, Research Excellence 

and Security, the Minister of Education, the Minister of Rural Affairs, Nipissing 

MPP Vic Fedeli; Parry Sound Muskoka MPP Graydon Smith; the West Parry Sound 

Health Centre; Lakeland Long-Term Care; Belvedere Heights Home for the 

Aged; West Parry Sound area municipalities; area First Nations; the Parry Sound 

Area Community Business and Development Centre; the Parry Sound Area 

Chamber of Commerce; FedNor representative, Noel Walker and NOHFC 

representative Dustin Turner.”. 

CARRIED 

Council received correspondence from Parents for Parry Sound advising that 

the group has decided to formally step away and dissolve. Council received 

the correspondence as information. 

The Members of Council provided verbal updates on the various meetings and 

events they have been involved in since the last meeting of Council. 

Resolution No. 2026-152 

Moved by: Councillor Greg Getty 

Seconded by: Councillor Ken Adams 

“THAT the Council of The Corporation of the Township of Seguin does hereby 

receive the Board & Committee Minutes & Agendas and the Correspondence 

as presented on the Agenda and the Addendum for the June 1st, 2026 Meeting 

of Council.”. 

CARRIED 

Resolution No. 2026-153 

Moved by: Councillor Greg Getty 

Seconded by: Councillor Mario Buszynski 

“THAT the Council of The Corporation of the Township of Seguin does hereby 

proceed to a closed meeting at 4:51 p.m. in order to address matters 

pertaining to: 

DRAFT
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➢ Litigation or potential litigation, including matters before administrative 

tribunals, affecting the municipality or local board, related to: 

− Cassels Brock & Blackwell LLP – OFTR Proposal. 

➢ Advice that is subject to solicitor-client privilege, including 

communications necessary for that purpose, related to: 

− Cassels Brock & Blackwell LLP – OFTR Proposal.”. 

CARRIED 

Resolution No. 2026-154 

Moved by: Councillor Ken Adams 

Seconded by: Councillor Greg Getty 

“THAT the Council of The Corporation of the Township of Seguin does hereby 

rise from closed session and declare the regular meeting reconvened at 5:05 

p.m.”. 

CARRIED 

Resolution No. 2026-155 

Moved by: Councillor Mario Buszynski 

Seconded by: Councillor Ken Adams 

“THAT By-law No. 2026-055, Being a By-law to confirm the proceedings of 

meetings of Council, is hereby deemed to have been read a first, second and 

third time and passed by Council.”. 

CARRIED 

Resolution No. 2026-156 

Moved by: Councillor Terry Fellner 

Seconded by: Councillor Ken Adams 

“THAT the Council of The Corporation of the Township of Seguin does hereby 

adjourn this Meeting of Council at 5:06 p.m. to meet again on Monday, June 

15th, 2026 or at the call of the Mayor.”. 

CARRIED 

        

Ann MacDiarmid, 

Mayor 

 

 

 

      

Andrea Spinney, 

Deputy Clerk 

 DRAFT
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Prepared for: Mayor and Members of Council  

Subject: Consent B-2025-0018-F and Zoning By-law Amendment R-2026-0008-F (Vukelic) 

From: Bradie Debes, Planner, Planning Department  

Agenda Date: June 15, 2026 Report No: PL-2026-066 

Executive Summary: 

 

The purpose of the consent application is to create one rural lot with frontage on Black 

Road.  

The purpose of the associated Zoning By-law Amendment is to rezone the proposed severed 

lot to a Rural Exception zone and a portion of the severed lot to the Environmental 

Protection zone to implement the recommendations of a supportive Environmental Impact 

Study. 

It is recommended that any public and/or agency comments be given consideration. 

Staff recommend that the applications be approved.  
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Prepared for: Mayor and Members of Council 

Subject: Consent B-2025-0018-F and Zoning By-law Amendment R-2026-0008-F (Vukelic) 

From: Bradie Debes, Planner, Planning Department 

Agenda Date: June 15, 2026 Report No: PL-2026-066 

Recommendation: 

That Zoning By-law Amendment By-law 2026-056 be passed; and 

 

That Consent Application B-2025-0018-F be provisionally approved, subject to the conditions 

of approval outlined in Schedule A. 

Background & Analysis: 

Zoning By-Law Application:  R-2026-0008-F 

Consent Application:   B-2025-0018-F 

Owner:     Dobrila Vukelic 

Agent:     Shawn Lajambe 

Civic Address:   37 Black Road 

Roll No.     4903-030-010-01100 

 

The purpose of the proposed consent application is to create one new rural lot. The proposed 

severed lot would have an area of approximately 6.0 hectares and 196.0 metres of frontage 

on Black Road and 150.9 metres of frontage on Highway 400. The proposed retained lot would 

have a resulting lot area of approximately 43.0 hectares and 132.6 metres of frontage on 

Rankin Lake Road and 205.9 metres of frontage on Black Road.   

The purpose of the associated Zoning By-law Amendment is to rezone the proposed severed 

lot to a Rural Exception zone and a portion of the severed lot to the Environmental Protection 

zone to implement the recommendations of a supportive Environmental Impact Study. The 

circulated public notice had stated that the proposed retained lot was to be rezoned to 

recognize deficient lot frontage; the lot frontage is considered legal non-complying and will 

remain unchanged, therefore not requiring relief from the Zoning By-law.  
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Figure 1: Key Map 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

37 Black Road 
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Figure 2: Proposed Severed and Retained Lots 

 

Official Plan Designation: Rural and Resource Area, Environmental Protection, Deer 

Wintering Area Overlay, Haines Creek Wetland Overlay 

 

Staff note that the Haines Creek Wetland Overlay is labelled as a Provincially 

Significant Wetland within Schedule C of the Official Plan; however, provincial 

mapping provides confirmation that this wetland is no longer classified as provincially 

significant, but rather a regular wetland.   

 

Zoning By-law 2006-125: Rural (RU) and Environmental Protection (EP) 

Access: Black Road (public, year-round maintained road)  

Lot Size and Frontage: +/- 49 hectares and +/- 132.6 metres (Rankin Lake Road) 

 

 

 

 

Proposed 

Severed Lot 

Proposed 

Retained Lot 
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Existing Development and Site Characteristics:  

The lands are a large rural acreage with mixed mature vegetation. The lands are 

developed with a dwelling and a detached garage. A solar farm exists on the 

northern portion of the property.     

 

Comments: 

 

Clerk: No non-planning related comments  

Building: No objection 

Fire/By-law: No objection 

Public Works: No objection 

Treasury: No objection 

 

Public Participation & Access 

 

Notice of the application was circulated and posted in accordance with the Planning Act. 

Notice was also posted on the Township’s website. 

 

At the time of writing this report, the Ministry of Transportation (MTO) has provided comments 

noting that the subject property is located within the Ministry’s permit control area. For any 

new buildings or structures, the property owner is required to apply for and obtain a Building 

and Land Use Permit from the MTO.  

 

Hydro One has provided comments noting no concerns with the proposal.  

 

The applicant has been provided with the comments.   

 

Land Use Planning Policy 

 

Planning Act 

 

The applications have been reviewed per Section 2 of the Planning Act and are in 

accordance with the applicable provincial interests.  

 

Provincial Planning Statement, 2024 (PPS) and Growth Plan for Northern Ontario (GPNO) 

Pursuant to Section 3 of the Planning Act, all planning decisions must be consistent with the 

policies of the PPS. 

 

The subject lands are classified as Rural Lands in the PPS. Section 2.6.1 recognizes residential 

development, including lot creation, as a permitted use on Rural Lands if site conditions are 
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suitable for appropriate sewage and water services. Staff note that a septic system exists on 

the proposed retained lands to service the existing dwelling. A condition of approval requires 

the applicant to obtain confirmation from the Township of Seguin Building Department of a 

suitable septic system envelope for future development. 

Section 4 of the PPS and Section 6 of the GPNO address matters relating to the wise use and 

management of resources. It is noted under Section 4.1 of the PPS that natural features and  

areas shall be protected for the long term. A deer wintering area and an evaluated wetland 

known as the Haines Creek Wetland exist on the subject property, and as such, an 

environmental report has been submitted in support of the application with 

recommendations to ensure the protection of these natural features.  

 

The applications are consistent with the policies of the PPS and with the guiding policies of 

the GPNO. 

 

Township of Seguin Official Plan 

 

The subject lands are located within the Rural and Resource Area and Environmental 

Protection designations in the Official Plan. Permitted uses within the Rural and Resource 

Area designation include low-density residential uses, small-scale industrial and commercial 

uses, agriculture, and forestry. The proposed application seeks to sever one new rural lot.  

 

Section B.12.2.1 of the Official Plan lists requirements for new lot creation in all land use 

designations, such as frontage and area requirements, conformity to applicable Official Plan 

policies, and servicing requirements. The proposal conforms to the general lot creation 

policies. 

 

In addition to the general Official Plan policies, Section B.12.2.5 of the Official Plan contains 

policies that apply to severances within the Rural and Resource Area designation. The 

creation of a new rural lot shall have a minimum lot size of 4 hectares and a minimum lot 

frontage of 150 metres. These policies are intended to recognize existing rural development 

character, land use compatibility and environmental features. The proposed severed lot 

conforms with this policy.  

 

The retained lot will maintain the existing deficient lot frontage of 132.6 metres along Rankin 

Lake Road. A Zoning By-law Amendment is not required to recognize the lot frontage, as it 

will remain the same.  

 

The subject property contains deer wintering areas, as well as Haines Creek Wetland. As per 

Section D.4.9 of the Official Plan, the effects of a development proposal on these features 

must be considered when located within 120 metres of the deer wintering area and within 50 

metres of the wetland.  



Seguin Township 

Staff Report to Council 

  

 
 

Staff Report No. PL-2026-066 
Page 7 of 9 

 

A municipally directed Environmental Impact Study (EIS) was submitted by Michalski Nielsen 

that supports the lot creation. The results and recommendations for development on the 

proposed severed lot from the EIS are as follows: 

 

1. The lot creation is permissible with two suitable building envelopes  

2. The severed lot is to maintain a 40 m forested buffer between building envelopes and 

Haines Creek Wetland 

3. Tree clearing should be restricted to no more than 0.6 hectares (including 0.4 hectares 

which are already cleared) and should occur in the fall and winter seasons. 

4. Construction best management practices are recommended. 

 

It is recommended that a portion of the proposed severed lot be rezoned to the 

Environmental Protection Zone and that the lot be subject to site plan control to implement 

these recommendations. 

 

The proposed applications conform to the policies of the Seguin Official Plan. 

 

Zoning By-law 2006-125 

 

The subject lands are zoned Rural (RU) and Environmental Protection (EP). Permitted uses in 

the RU Zone include single detached dwellings, agricultural and related uses, home 

occupations and industries, equipment storage buildings, and light industrial and 

commercial uses. 

 

The minimum required lot area for the Rural Zone is 4 hectares, and the minimum required lot 

frontage is 150 metres. The proposed lot frontage and lot area for the severed parcel meet 

the Rural Zone requirements of the Zoning By-law.  

The subject property has an existing deficient lot frontage of 132.6 metres along Rankin Lake 

Road. This is due to the lands having frontage on Rankin Lake Road, Black Road and 

Highway 400, where the shortest lot frontage, being along Rankin Lake Road, is considered 

the by-law lot frontage. As this frontage will remain the same, an amendment is not required. 

 

It is recommended that a portion of the severed lot be rezoned to the EP Zone to ensure the 

protection of the recommended 40 m forested buffer from the wetland. In addition, that the 

severed lot be subject to site plan control to ensure the recommendations of the EIS are 

implemented at the time of construction. 

 

The proposed Consent and Zoning By-law Amendment applications comply with the Zoning 

By-law. 
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Financial Impact: 

 

There are no financial impacts. 

 

Options/Alternatives: 

 

Council has three options on how to proceed with this Report: 

 

• Option 1: Council can approve the applications to permit the Consent and Zoning By-

law Amendment, per Schedules A and B.  

 

• Option 2: Council can defer the applications for the Consent and Zoning By-law 

Amendment to address concerns.  

 

• Option 3: Council can deny the applications to permit the Consent and Zoning By-law 

Amendment.  

 

Staff recommends Option 1. 

 

Strategic Plan Alignment: 

 

Foundation – Provide Service Excellence 

 

Consistently aim to enhance the quality and efficiency of Township services, balancing 

person-to-person contact with modern service delivery.  

 

Conclusion: 

 

It is the Planning Department’s position that the applications are consistent with the 

Provincial Planning Statement. The applications will maintain the intent of the Seguin Official 

Plan and the provisions of the Zoning By-law. It is recommended that Council approve the 

proposed Consent and Zoning By-law Amendment. 

 

Prepared by: 

 
       

Bradie Debes 

Planner 
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Reviewed by: 

 
       

Taylor Elgie, MCIP, RPP 

Director of Planning 

 

Reviewed by: 

 

       

Jason Inwood 

Chief Administrative Officer 

 

Attachments: 

Schedule A – Draft Conditions of Approval 

Schedule B – Draft By-law 2026-056 

Schedule C – Environmental Impact Study prepared by Michalski Nielsen 

Schedule D – Agency Comments  



 

 

 
THE CORPORATION OF THE 

TOWNSHIP OF SEGUIN 

 

COUNCIL DECISION re: CONSENT APPLICATION 

 

TAKE NOTICE THAT the Council for The Corporation of the Township of Seguin 

considered the following Application for consent under Section 53 of the 

Planning Act, R.S.O. 1990, c. P.13. 

 

SUBJECT: Consent Application B-2025-0018-F 

Owner: Dobrila Vukelic 

Location: PART LOTS 121 AND 122 CONCESSION B FOLEY AS IN 

RO111242 (FIRSTLY AND THIRDLY) EXCEPT PART 1, 42R10099, 

PARTS 4, 6, 7 AND 9, 42R14350, PART 6, 42R14908 AND PART 

1 42R22482 SUBJECT TO AN EASEMENT AS IN FO2516 

TOWNSHIP OF SEGUIN 

Civic Address: 37 Black Road 

Assessment #: 4903-030-010-01100 

 

THE PURPOSE AND EFFECT of the Consent is to create one rural lot with frontage 

on Black Road.   

 

Lot to be Severed 

Area: 6.0 hectares +/-  Frontage: 196 metres +/- 

 

LOCATION:  Geographic Township of Foley 

 

DECISION: PROVISIONAL APPROVAL 

DATE:  June 15, 2026 

 

THE REASONS for Council’s Decision are: 

 

Given that the Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing has delegated approval 

authority under Section 53 of the Planning Act to the Council, the Council is 

satisfied that the proposed Consent under Section 53 of the Planning Act is 

consistent with the 2024 Provincial Planning Statement, conforms to the 

Township’s Official Plan, has regard to the regulations of the Zoning By-Law 2006-

125, will provide for the orderly development of the Township, and does not fall 

under the exclusive consideration of Section 51 of the Planning Act. 
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You will be entitled to receive notice of any changes to the conditions of the 

provisional consent if you have made a written request to be notified of 

changes to the conditions of the provisional consent.  

 

The application has been reviewed per Section 2 of the Planning Act and is in 

accordance with the applicable provincial interests. 

 

 

CONDITIONS: 

 

The Township’s Director of Planning shall not give Final Approval and shall not 

issue a Certificate regarding Consent B-2025-0018-F (Vukelic) until the Owner 

satisfies the following conditions of Provisional Approval.   

 

If the Owner fails to satisfy the condition(s) of Provisional Approval as set out 

herein on or before the          of                    , 2028, then this Provisional Approval 

shall lapse per Subsection 53(41) of the Planning Act. 

 

That Consent Application B-2025-0018-F (Vukelic) be Provisionally Approved, 

subject to the Township’s standard conditions of approval, including but not 

limited to the following conditions, and that this approval applies to the lands 

described below and as illustrated in Appendix I to these conditions of 

approval: 

 
 

1. That this approval applies described as follows: 

 Frontage (m)+/- Area (ha)+/- 

Severed Lot 

B-2025-0018-F 
196 (Black Road) 6.0  

Retained Lot 132.6 (Rankin Lake Road) 43 
 

2. The owner shall have delivered to the Planning Official the following: 

(i) A plan of survey prepared by an Ontario Land Surveyor (electronic 

version in pdf format) indicating the parcel(s) to be conveyed 

including all rights-of-way to each parcel (if any). All dimensions are 

to be provided in metric units.  

(ii)  Three hard copies in registrable form of the document conveying 

the severed parcel(s) so the final consent may be endorsed 

thereon by the Planning Official. 

3. That the Deed Stamping and Review Fee, per deed, with respect to this 

application shall have been paid for by the applicant. 

 

4. That all Municipal taxes to date shall be paid in full. 



 
 

5. That all Township fees and disbursements (legal, engineering, planning), if 

any incurred by the Township with respect to these applications shall be 

paid for by the owner. 

 

6. A payment in lieu of a parkland dedication for the severed parcel shall be 

paid in accordance with Section 51.1 of the Planning Act acceptable to 

the Township of Seguin in cash or certified cheque.  

 

7. Written confirmation from the septic approval authority that the severed 

parcel is satisfactory for the installation of a septic system for an individual 

dwelling. 

 

8. The applicant receives an entrance feasibility letter from the Township of 

Seguin Public Works Department for the severed parcel.  

 

9. That the severed parcel be rezoned to ensure compliance with the Zoning 

By-law. 

 

The last date for filing a notice of appeal to the Ontario Land Tribunal of this 

Decision is the            day of                 , 2026.   

 

Take notice that an appeal to the Ontario Land Tribunal may be made by filing 

a notice of appeal with the Clerk either via the Ontario Land Tribunal e-file 

service (first-time users will need to register for a My Ontario Account) at 

https://olt.gov.on.ca/e-file-service  by selecting Seguin Township as the 

Approval Authority or by email to info@seguin.ca or by mail to 5 Humphrey 

Drive, Seguin ON, P2A 2W8 no later than 4:30 p.m. on the          day of                  , 

2026. The filing of an appeal after 4:30 p.m., in person or electronically, will be 

deemed to have been received the next business day. The notice of appeal 

must set out the reasons for the appeal and must be accompanied by the fee 

required by the Ontario Land Tribunal. The fee can be paid online through e-file 

or by certified cheque/money order to the Minister of Finance, Province of 

Ontario. 

 

All written and oral public input was taken into consideration when the merits of 

this Planning Act application was determined with appropriate measures being 

included as conditions of approval where required as part of the decision of the 

approval authority. 

    

Mayor/Clerk Initials 
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CERTIFICATION 

I, Taylor Elgie, Director of Planning for The Corporation of the Township of Seguin, 

do hereby certify that the foregoing is a correct copy of the Decision with 

respect to the above noted Application. 

 

Dated this ______ day of ____________________, 2026. 

 

 

____________________________ 

Taylor Elgie, MCIP, RPP 

Director of Planning 

 

Seguin Municipal Building 

5 Humphrey Drive,  

Seguin, ON. P2A 2W8 
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THE CORPORATION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF SEGUIN 

BY-LAW NO. 2026-056 

______________________________________________________ 

“Being a By-law to amend Township of Seguin Zoning By-law No. 2006-125” 

4903-030-010-01100, 37 Black Road, R-2026-0008-F 
 

WHEREAS the Council of The Corporation of the Township of Seguin received and 

considered an application to amend the Township of Seguin Zoning By-law No. 

2006-125 respecting lands described as “PART LOTS 121 AND 122 CONCESSION B 

FOLEY AS IN RO111242 (FIRSTLY AND THIRDLY) EXCEPT PART 1, 42R10099, PARTS 4, 

6, 7 AND 9, 42R14350, PART 6, 42R14908 AND PART 1 42R22482 SUBJECT TO AN 

EASEMENT AS IN FO2516 TOWNSHIP OF SEGUIN”; and, 

 

WHEREAS Council has the authority pursuant to Section 34 of the Planning Act 

R.S.O. 1990, Chapter P.13 as amended, to pass amendments to the Zoning By-

law; and, 

 

WHEREAS Council has approved the application to amend the By-law and deems 

it appropriate to pass this By-law;  

 

AND WHEREAS the Council of the Corporation of the Township of Seguin has 

determined that no further notice of meeting is required in accordance with 

Section 34(17) of the Planning Act, R.S.O. 1990; 

 

NOW THEREFORE the Council of The Corporation of the Township of Seguin hereby 

enacts as follows: 

 

1. Map #12 to Schedule “A” to Zoning By-law No. 2006-125 is hereby amended 

by rezoning a portion of those lands described as “PART LOTS 121 AND 122 

CONCESSION B FOLEY AS IN RO111242 (FIRSTLY AND THIRDLY) EXCEPT PART 1, 

42R10099, PARTS 4, 6, 7 AND 9, 42R14350, PART 6, 42R14908 AND PART 1 

42R22482 SUBJECT TO AN EASEMENT AS IN FO2516 TOWNSHIP OF SEGUIN” from 

the Rural (RU) Zone to the Rural Exception Eighty-Two (RU-82) Zone and to the 

Environmental Protection Zone (EP), as shown on Schedule “A” attached 

hereto and forming part of this By-law. 

 

2. Table 10.3 of Section 10.4, Rural Zones – Exceptions, is hereby further 

amended by adding Exception “RU-82”, as set out on Schedule “B” 

attached hereto and forming part of this By-law. 

 

3. This By-law shall take effect from the date of passage by Council and shall 

come into force in accordance with the provisions of the Planning Act R.S.O. 

1990, c. P.13 as amended, and the Municipal Act, 2001, S.O. 2001, c.25 as 

amended. 
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BY-LAW read a FIRST, SECOND and THIRD time and finally PASSED and ENACTED 

this 15th day of June 2026. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

_______________________________ 

      Ann MacDiarmid 

      Mayor  

 

 

            _______________________________ 

      Craig Jeffery 

      Clerk 

 

 

 

By signing below, I Mayor MacDiarmid hereby approve this by-law and will not 

exercise the power to veto this by-law. 

 

 

______________________    ______________________ 

       Date            Signature 
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THE CORPORATION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF SEGUIN 

By-law No. 2026-056 Schedule “A” 

PART LOTS 121 AND 122 CONCESSION B FOLEY AS IN RO111242 (FIRSTLY AND 

THIRDLY) EXCEPT PART 1, 42R10099, PARTS 4, 6, 7 AND 9, 42R14350, PART 6, 

42R14908 AND PART 1 42R22482 SUBJECT TO AN EASEMENT AS IN FO2516 

TOWNSHIP OF SEGUIN  

Zoning By-law 2006-125 - Schedule A – Map #12 

 
 



Schedule B to Staff Report PL-2026-066 

THE CORPORATION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF SEGUIN 

SCHEDULE “B” 

TO BY-LAW NO. 2026-056 

 

Amendment to Table 10.3 of Section 10.4, Rural Zones – Exceptions 
 

 

Column 1 Column 2 Column 3 Column 4 Column 5 Column 6 

Exception 

Number 

Additional 

Permitted 

Uses 

Only Uses 

Permitted 

Uses 

Prohibited 
Special Zone 

Requirements 
Other Special Provisions 

RU-82     Development shall be 

subject to site plan 

control, pursuant to 

Section 41 of the 

Planning Act to 

implement the 

recommendations of 

the Scoped 

Environmental Impact 

Study completed by 

Michalski Nielsen, 

dated October 7, 2025 



 

 

 

16 Robert Boyer Lane, Bracebridge, Ontario   P1L 1R9 

(705) 645-1413  www.mnal.ca  E-mail:  info@mnal.ca 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL PLANNING   BIOPHYSICAL ANALYSIS   LAKE CAPACITY ASSESSMENT   RESOURCE MANAGEMENT 

 
  

October 7, 2025 

 

Bradie Debes 

Acting Senior Planner 

Township of Seguin 

8 Humphrey Drive 

Seguin, ON      P2A 2W8 

 

 

Re: Scoped Environmental Impact Study in Support of a Proposed Severance to Create a Single 

New rural Lot, 37 Black Road, Township of Seguin (Shawn LaJambe); Our File 2725 

 

 

Dear Mr. Debes: 

 

 

Thank you for retaining Michalski Nielsen Associates Limited to prepare a Scoped Environmental Impact 

Study (EIS) in support of the above-noted severance application. 

1.0  Overview of Development Proposal and Purpose and Scope of this EIS 

The subject property is a large rural parcel of approximately 52.0 ha.  As illustrated in the “Sketch to 

Accompany Application for Severance” that is provided in Appendix A, the intent is to sever off a lot of 

approximately 4.0 ha as a rural residential lot, retaining approximately 48.0 ha.  The lot to be severed is 

located within the northeast portion of this property, bordered to its immediate north by a solar farm that 

has been installed within the parcel that is to be retained, and located just south of Highway 400. 

The Township of Seguin has required this municipally-led scoped EIS to identify and assess development 

constraints, including those relating to an evaluated, non-provincially significant wetland (Haines Creek 

Wetland) that partially lies to both the south and west of the proposed severed lot, and which has been 

designated as an Environmental Protection Area in the Township of Seguin’s Official Plan.  The purpose 

of this EIS is also to ensure that development on the lot to be severed can proceed in a manner that protects 

Endangered and Threatened species, Significant Wildlife Habitat, and otherwise respects the natural 

heritage policy direction of the Provincial Planning Statement, requiring an understanding of more localized 

natural constraint features that are not mapped by the Township but which nevertheless may be important 

to protect.  Site-specific setbacks from important natural features, including the wetland that is designated 

Environmental Protection, are also to be established on the basis of the EIS findings.  Additionally, this EIS 

includes additional practical recommendations on the build-out of the severed parcel, as deemed appropriate 

on the basis of our field investigations. 
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To complete this assessment, I first reviewed relevant background information for the property, including 

mapping from the Province which identifies the limits of Haines Creek Wetland, available topographic 

mapping and aerial photography.  I additionally obtained information on Species at Risk known to this 

specific locale, together with the broader environs, from the Province’s Natural Heritage Information Centre 

database.  Finally, while Haines Creek Wetland is an evaluated wetland and its boundaries have therefore 

been determined with more precision than would typically be the case for unevaluated wetlands, I 

completed aerial photographic interpretation to ensure these boundaries accurately reflected present day 

conditions, with that information subsequently confirmed/refined through my site inspection. 

A site inspection was carried out on September 15, 2025, at a time of year when vegetation growth was still 

robust.  The timing of that site inspection was fully appropriate for the purposes of this assessment.  I 

inspected the entire proposed severed lot, focusing on areas of proposed development and their relationship 

to the adjacent wetland and other natural environment or terrain-related constraints.  I note that the 

approximate location of a proposed building site (including the sewage disposal bed) has been identified 

on the severance sketch included in Appendix A, however while on site I observed two areas which have 

been cleared over the past few years.  These are located quite close to one another, and in close proximity 

of the building site identified in Appendix A; their approximate locations are shown on Figure 1 in relation 

to the adjacent wetland limits (as confirmed through our site inspection).  The applicant, Mr. Shawn 

LaJambe, happened to be on site during a portion of my inspection and explained that the more southerly 

of these two cleared areas is the primary building site where the home and sewage disposal system are to 

be located.  The more northerly of the two clearings, which takes advantage of a portion of the lands south 

of the solar farm that had earlier been clear-cut to ensure good sun exposure for the solar panel arrays, is 

intended to be used for a garage and equipment/materials storage. 

In the paragraphs following, I first provide an overview of site conditions and environmental constraints.  I 

then discuss the potential for Species at Risk and for Significant Wildlife Habitat.  This is followed by a 

discussion of development opportunities within the proposed severed lot, including on the suitability of the 

two areas that have already been cleared for their intended uses.  Finally, I provide summary comments and 

recommendations regarding this proposed lot and its intended build-out. 

2.0  Overview of Site Conditions and Environmental Constraints 

Appendix B provides background mapping on the lot to be severed (shown as dashed purple line) in relation 

to the existing property boundaries (shown as dashed red line), with the irregular boundaries of the proposed 

severed lot taking into account both the boundaries of Haines Creek Wetland to its south and west, as well 

as the solar farm to its north.  That map shows the boundary of the wetland, as confirmed and refined 

through aerial photographic interpretation, in green.  The orange polygon shows the approximate limits of 

the earlier-identified building envelope, as included in the severance sketch in Appendix A. 

The second map in appendix B provides a more zoomed in view of the proposed severed lot, which grades 

from a height of 255 metres above sea level (masl) towards its northeast corner down to 235 masl along 
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Haines Creek Wetland.  This grade differential of 20 m equates to an average slope across that area of 

approximately 11%. 

The third map in Appendix B shows the relationship of the overall subject property, as well as the proposed 

severed lot, to the evaluated, non-provincially significant Haines Creek Wetland.  The next two maps, also 

having an aerial photo base, provide more zoomed in views.  That mapping includes a green line, which is 

our boundary definition of that wetland based on aerial photo analysis; our boundary very closely agrees 

with the MNR-identified boundary.  It is noted that portions of the wetland adjacent to the subject property 

are identified as marsh and fen communities, with an area of open water marsh occurring northwest of the 

proposed severed lot.  There are also areas of treed swamp identified along the southern edge of the wetland 

(which are not adjacent to the proposed severed lot). 

The final two maps in Appendix B were prepared as part of our desk-top assessment of the viability of the 

subject lot.  For the purposes of that exercise, we assumed a 30 m buffer requirement around the wetland 

(comments on our final buffer recommendations, as informed by our site evaluation, are provided later in 

this report).  Excluding that preliminary buffer, and excluding the adjacent fenced-off area containing the 

solar farm, this leaves an area of approximately 2.6 ha which, based on air photo analysis and general 

topographic conditions, largely appears to be suitable for the development of a new residence; given that 

we traditionally assume that a home, driveway, amenity space and sewage disposal system on a rural 

residential lot requires about 0.2 ha of unconstrained lands, it was our preliminary assessment that the 

proposed severed lot is of suitable size and character. 

That preliminary assessment of site suitability was confirmed through our site inspection of September 11, 

2025.  During that visit, we saw that there is an existing driveway into the property (Photograph 1), which 

is quite robust and which has been used to build-out and service the adjacent solar farm.  We also noted 

that the applicant has undertaken preparatory work for two building sites on this property, the generalized 

locations of which are shown on Figure 1.  The primary building envelope, identified as 1 on Figure 1, 

and on which the applicant is proposing to build a home, is to be accessed by a driveway, the general 

location of which is shown in yellow on Figure 1.  As evident in Photograph 2, that driveway has been 

cleared and roughed in.  Photographs 3 – 5 provide views of the primary building envelope, which 

measures approximately 60 m on a north-south axis by 30 m on an east-west axis.  As is evident from these 

photos, that building envelope has been cleared and substantially grubbed.  It has moderate slopes of ±15%, 

approaching 20% in its southwest corner.  It grades to the west and southwest, towards adjacent Haines 

Creek Wetland.  Important to our assessment, a minimum treed buffer of approximately 50 m width has 

been retained between the primary building envelope and Haines Creek Wetland.  The moderate 

slopes within this building envelope are well within the range that are suitable for construction of both a 

home and sewage disposal system, with this existing clearing of approximately 0.18 ha being of sufficient 

size for these uses, as well as for a parking pad and some amenity space.  The presently cleared area 

makes an excellent building envelope. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photograph 1. View of existing driveway into property 

    (September 11, 2025). 

 

 

  Photograph 2. Driveway extension into primary building envelope 

(September 11, 2025). 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photographs 3 and 4. Views of primary building envelope  

    (September 11, 2025). 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photograph 5. Additional view of primary development envelope 

    (September 11, 2025). 

 

 

  Photograph 6. View of existing driveway extending into secondary building 

envelope, adjacent to solar farm (September 11, 2025). 
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The secondary building envelope, identified as 2 on Figure 1 and which the applicant intends to use for a 

garage and equipment/materials storage, is to be accessed off of the terminal end of the driveway that was 

installed to build and service the adjacent solar farm (Photograph 6).  Of note, a small area of meadow 

marsh, which is not part of Haines Creek Wetland and which is only about 20 m x 60 m in size, begins 

about 10 m north of the previously occurring driveway into the solar farm, extending towards Highway 

400.  This small wetland, which is shown in Photograph 7, likely provides some localized wildlife values, 

including as amphibian breeding habitat.   That said, there are no concerns that it will be negatively impacted 

by the use of the already existing driveway to access the secondary building envelope. 

Photographs 8 – 10 provide views of the secondary building envelope, an area which, along with an 

adjacent band of land of some 50 m width extending east to west across the entire length of the solar farm, 

was cleared and disturbed during the installation of that adjacent facility (in order to ensure good sun 

exposure for the solar arrays).  The cleared lands adjacent to the solar farm are visible in Figure 1, and 

partially in Photograph 8.  As such, preparation of this area as a secondary building envelope has required 

limited work.  The presently cleared and grubbed area corresponding to this secondary building envelope 

is somewhat irregular in shape but measures approximately 50 m x 45 m, or 0.22 ha, in area, and could be 

expanded beyond its current boundaries.  As shown in Figure 1, it presently has a minimum setback of 

over 75 m from Haines Creek Wetland to its southwest.  Grades within this secondary building envelope 

are generally <10%, with slopes generally increasing to its west and south; while steepening slopes 

somewhat limit opportunities to expand this building envelope, it could be nearly doubled in size by 

capitalizing on additional lands that have been cleared adjacent to the solar farm; any such expansion could 

maintain very substantial setbacks from the wetland.  The presently cleared area, together with the 

adjacent areas of moderate grade that were earlier cleared during installation of the solar farm, are 

well suited for their intended use as a secondary building site. 

The secondary building envelope occurs within an area of very shallow soils over bedrock.  As can be seen 

in Photograph 11, it does contain small areas of exposed bedrock, although these generally appear to be 

the consequence of the previous use of very large equipment that was used to clear this area during the 

installation of the adjacent solar farm.  Regardless, these areas are small, do not contain fissured rock, do 

not have rock cover on them, and are not considered to be rock barrens or suitable habitat for reptiles.  The 

bedrock surface is also uneven within this area, with small depressions in its surface, generally <5 m2 in 

area, occasionally supporting pockets of wetland vegetation (Photograph 12); these very small pockets of 

wetland vegetation are not considered important wildlife habitat elements in the context of this site (such 

small pockets with wetter conditions can be important if occurring adjacent to areas of rock barren providing 

good habitat opportunities for Five-lined Skink, for example, but that is not the case within this site). 

Lands between the primary and secondary building envelopes include localized areas of steeper slope 

(Photograph 13), with the location of the roughed-in driveway taking advantage of an area of suitable 

terrain conditions to connect these two areas. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Photograph 7. Pocket of wetland north of existing driveway and south of 

Highway 400 (September 11, 2025). 

 

 

 

  Photograph 8. View of secondary building envelope and adjacent solar farm 

(September 11, 2025). 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photographs 9 and 10. Additional views of secondary building envelope  

    (September 11, 2025). 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Photograph 11. View of exposed bedrock within secondary building 

envelope (September 11, 2025). 

 

  Photograph 12. View of small depressions on bedrock within secondary 

building envelope, with several of those generally <5 m2 

pockets supporting some wetland vegetation 

    (September 11, 2025). 



 

Photograph 13. Lands between primary and secondary building 

envelopes include locally steeper terrain with some rock 

exposure (September 11, 2025). 

  Photograph 14. View from primary building envelope, through robust 

area of natural buffer, towards wetland 

    (September 11, 2025). 
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The boundary of the wetland shown in Figure 1 was very minorly updated from that shown in Appendix 

A on the basis of our site inspection.  It remains very similar to the wetland limit that is identified in MNR’s 

mapping of Haines Creek Wetland.  As is evident from that figure, that wetland is presently bordered by a 

broad area of forested lands, with the two building envelopes having maintained very substantial buffering 

opportunities.  Photographs 14 to 16 provide views of the very robust buffer, of minimum approximately 

50 m width, that has been retained between it and the primary building envelope, being the most proximal 

of the two areas cleared for building.  Slopes within this buffer area are generally between 15% to 20%, 

decreasing to about 10% within about 10 m of the wetland edge.  The majority of this woodland area 

contains well-drained Sugar Maple-dominated, hardwood forest.  White Birch and Red Oak are also 

common within this woodland.  Spruce and Balsam Fir become more abundant within that forest canopy 

towards the edge of the wetland. 

The wetland edge is quite well-defined, with a dense fringe of Speckled Alder marking that boundary 

(Photograph 17).  Continuing beyond that edge, this wetland is characterized by a dense sedge meadow, 

with frequent Tamarack and occasional Eastern White Cedar, White Pine and Speckled Alder 

(Photograph 18).  This portion of the wetland, while not containing any standing water, is very wet 

underfoot. 

Continuing to the west, the wetland adjacent to the south-central portion of the subject lot is flanked by 

well drained Sugar Maple-dominated forest, with mixed forest in which Balsam Fir becomes increasingly 

dominant towards the edge of the wetland.  Photograph 19 provides a good view of this existing woodland, 

in which slopes are generally in the range of 10% to 15%.  The wetland edge is quite well defined, again 

having a dense border of speckled Alder, adjacent to which is a narrow fringe of the shrub Sweetgale.  The 

interior portion of the wetland consists of a dense sedge meadow with abundant Tamarack and occasional 

Eastern white Cedar, White Pine and Speckled Alder (Photograph 20).  This portion of the wetland, while 

not containing any standing water is very wet underfoot. 

Photograph 21 provides a view of the lands adjacent to the wetland within the southwest portion of the 

proposed severed lot.  This area is characterized by very gentle grades of ±5% towards the wetland, with a 

well-drained, mixed forest that includes Sugar Maple, White Birch, Balsam Fir and Black Cherry.  

Photograph 22 provides views of the wetland adjacent to the southwest portion of this proposed lot, which 

contains a very narrow band of Speckled Alder, then sedge meadow, with a small “island” of upland 

woodland dividing the sedge meadow. 

Photograph 23 provides a view of the lands adjacent to the wetland within the northwest portion of the 

proposed severed lot.  This area is characterized by reasonably gentle grades of ±10%, with a mixed forest 

community that is very similar to that within the southwest portion of the lot.  Photograph 24 provides 

views of the wetland adjacent to the northwest portion of this proposed severed lot, where a large and quite 

shallow area of open water occurs within the sedge meadow community; the size of that ponded area 

appears to vary seasonally.  Of note, this ponded area is entirely surrounded by sedge meadow, and as such 

does not contain fallen logs, the stumps of trees, boulders, or even areas of open bank, that could be used 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photographs 15 and 16. Additional views of robust buffer between 

primary building envelope and downgradient 

wetland (September 11, 2025). 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Photograph 17. View of dense shrub border along outer edge of southeast 

portion of wetland, adjacent to primary building envelope 

(September 11, 2025). 

 

 

  Photograph 18. View of interior of southeast portion of wetland, adjacent to 

primary building envelope (September 11, 2025). 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Photograph 19. Typical view of adjacent lands to wetland within south-

central portion of proposed severed lot (September 11, 2025). 

 

 

 

  Photograph 20. View of interior of wetland adjacent to south-central portion 

of proposed severed lot (September 11, 2025). 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Photograph 21. Typical view of adjacent lands to wetland within southwest 

portion of proposed severed lot (September 11, 2025). 

 

 

 

  Photograph 22. View of wetland adjacent to southwest portion of proposed 

severed lot (September 11, 2025). 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Photograph 23. Typical view of adjacent lands to wetland within northwest 

portion of proposed severed lot (September 11, 2025). 

 

 

 

  Photograph 24. View of wetland adjacent to southwest portion of proposed 

severed lot (September 11, 2025). 
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for reptiles for thermal regulation and/or as perching sites for birds.  It has no channel through it, so is also 

unlikely to provide any fish habitat opportunities. 

The remainder of the proposed lot is comprised of a combination of Sugar Maple-dominated hardwood 

forest of similar character to that shown in Photographs 14 – 16, 17, 19, 21 and 23, and previously cleared 

lands adjacent to the solar farm (Photograph 8).  Slopes across this area are generally 10% to 20%.  There 

are no watercourses, wetlands, seasonally ponded areas, rock barrens or other areas of significant 

environmental constraint within these lands. 

3.0  Habitat Opportunities for Species at Risk 

The Province’s Natural Heritage Information Centre (NHIC) database was reviewed for records of Species 

at Risk of relevance to the subject lands.  For the 1 km square that includes the proposed severed lot, the 

following species were identified: 

 Wood Thrush (Special Concern); 

 Eastern Wood-pewee (Special Concern); 

 A restricted record, which in this area is probably for Eastern Hog-nosed Snake (Threatened); and 

 Snapping Turtle (Special Concern). 

Additional species that have been identified within a broader 5 km radius of this property include: 

 Blanding’s Turtle (Threatened); 

 Massasauga Rattlesnake (Threatened); 

 Common Five-lined Skink (Special Concern); and 

 Evening Grosbeak (Special Concern). 

Recognizing that the records in the NHIC database are often incomplete, we have also considered other 

species potentially found within this portion of Seguin Township.  In this regard, in addition to the above-

noted species, wooded areas in this locale have the potential to provide roosting and maternity habitat for a 

variety of bat species which are listed as Endangered (not because of habitat loss, but because of declines 

form a devastating disease impacting bats throughout eastern North America). 

Habitat opportunities for Blanding’s Turtle and Snapping Turtle are very restricted on this property and 

adjacent lands.  In this regard, the wetland contains one area of open water, however that area does not 

provide any basking opportunities for turtles so appears very limited in its habitat potential.  The proposed 

severed lot does not contain other habitat features that might be used by these species, including open areas 
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with sandy soils for nesting or areas of open rock in close proximity of the wetland that could be used for 

basking.  Regardless, the wetland and a substantial buffer to it are to be protected. 

Habitat opportunities for Massasauga Rattlesnake are limited on this property, although it is possible that 

suitable overwintering habitat could be found within the adjacent wetland, which is to be protected with a 

substantial buffer.  Thermoregulation opportunities for snakes are very limited on the proposed severed lot, 

given the absence of rock barren.   

Eastern Hog-nosed Snake is a habitat generalist, potentially found within most natural areas in Seguin 

Township.  Feeding opportunities for this species are present within Haines Creek Wetland, which is to be 

protected and buffered. 

Five-lined Skink are Ontario’s only lizard.  As a Special Concern species, it is not afforded protection under 

the Endangered Species Act, however protection of its habitat remains an important consideration.  This 

species requires rock barrens or exposed rocky areas along shorelines, in concert with broken rock as cover.  

It is most often found adjacent to areas with some moisture, including wetlands/small wetland pockets.  No 

areas of potential habitat have been identified on the proposed severed lot, with the small areas of exposed 

rock seen within building envelope 2 lacking cover rock for this species. 

Wood Thrush, Eastern Wood-pewee and Evening Grosbeak are all forest dwelling birds.  As Special 

Concern species, they are not afforded protection under the Endangered Species Act, however protection 

of their habitat remains an important consideration.  There is some potential for these species to occur 

within forested portions of the subject property.  Recognizing that building envelopes on this property have 

already been cleared, protection of these species is appropriately addressed by limiting additional tree 

removals and through the timing of any such tree removals to avoid periods when birds may be using them 

for nesting. 

The wooded areas of the property do have potential as bat roosting and maternity habitat.  Recognizing that 

building envelopes on this property have already been cleared, protection of these species is appropriately 

addressed by limiting additional tree removals and through the timing of any such tree removals to avoid 

periods when bats may be using them. 

4.0  Potential for Significant Wildlife Habitat 

We have reviewed potential Significant Wildlife Habitat in relation to the proposed severed lot, with this 

property being located within Ecoregion 5E.  In accordance with the Significant Wildlife Habitat Criteria 

Schedules for that Ecoregion, there is potential Significant Wildlife Habitat within or adjacent to the severed 

lot under the following habitat criteria: 
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Seasonal Concentration Areas of Animals 

 Waterfowl Stopover and Staging Areas (Aquatic) – potentially in the open water portion of 

adjacent Haines Creek Wetland to the northwest of the proposed severed lot, particularly under 

higher spring water levels. 

 Bat Maternity Colonies – potential exists within woodland areas of the proposed severed lot. 

 Turtle Wintering Areas – potentially in adjacent Haines Creek Wetland, although such 

opportunities appear very limited. 

Specialized Habitat for Animals 

 Waterfowl Nesting Area – potentially in adjacent Haines Creek Wetland, although the very 

limited extent of open water restricts such opportunities. 

 Woodland Raptor Nesting Habitat – no evidence of such habitat was seen, but the possibility 

cannot be ruled out within woodland areas. 

 Amphibian Breeding Habitat (Wetlands) – the adjacent Haines Creek Wetland is very likely to 

meet the criteria of Significant Wildlife Habitat under this category.  It is also possible that the 

small wetland feature identified north of the existing driveway that has been used to access the 

solar farm (also occurring on adjacent lands) may meet this criteria. 

Habitat for Species of Conservation Concern 

 Special Concern and Rare Wildlife Species – as has been previously noted the woodland areas 

within the proposed severed lot may provide nesting opportunities for Special Concern woodland 

birds. 

With respect to all such potential Significant Wildlife Habitat, habitat opportunities can be properly 

protected through a combination of: 

 protection and buffering of adjacent Haines Creek Wetland; 

 limiting the overall extent of tree removal on the property; and 

 timing of tree removals to occur outside of the period when bird nesting and bat roosting is 

occurring. 

5.0  Development Opportunities 

Haines Creek Wetland is the most significant constraint in association with the proposed severed lot, with 

that lot having been configured to be entirely outside of that constraint area (our air photo analysis and site 
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inspection of the wetland has confirmed that to be the case).  Two building envelopes, both with driveway 

access, have already been created on the proposed severed lot, with both such areas having good terrain 

conditions for building and not having any other constraints.  The remainder of this proposed severed lot 

has gentle to moderate slopes and, aside from the need to protect the adjacent wetland through the 

preservation of a robust buffer, has no significant environmental constraints. 

A retained natural buffer of minimum 30 m is appropriate to protect the natural heritage values of Haines 

Creek Wetland, including its potential values as habitat for Species at Risk and as Significant Wildlife 

Habitat.  Building envelopes have already been created, with the clearing for the primary building envelope 

having retained a forested buffer between it and the wetland of minimum 50 m width, and with the 

secondary building envelope being set back over 75 m from the wetland.  Given that these building 

envelopes appear to be of sufficient size for their intended uses, there should be very little reason for 

additional tree clearing closer to the wetlands.  Out of an abundance of caution, it would be prudent to keep 

any additional clearing a minimum 40 m back from the wetland. 

6.0  Summary Comments and Recommendations 

The proposed severed lot typically has gentle to moderate slopes and does not contain any watercourse, 

wetlands, seasonally wet areas larger than about 5 m2, rock barrens or other areas of environmental 

constraint.  It does contain forested lands that have ecological values, and occurs immediately adjacent to 

Haines Creek Wetland, a large evaluated (non-provincially significant) wetland.  Primary and secondary 

building envelopes have already been cleared on these lands, with both of these being very suitable building 

sites and with both being a considerable distance (50 m or more) away from Haines Creek Wetland.  Both 

of these building sites are also accessed by existing driveways/roughed in driveways.  There are no concerns 

that the use of an already existing driveway will negatively impact the small wetland to its north (on adjacent 

lands to the severed lot), or that wetland’s ecological functions. 

In accordance with the findings of this report, Michalski Nielsen Associates Limited recommends that: 

 from an environmental perspective, the Township of Seguin permit this severance 

application and allow for a dwelling to be constructed on the primary building 

envelope and for a garage/storage area to be installed on the secondary building 

envelope; 

 the final configuration of these building envelopes retain a minimum 40 m forested 

buffer between them and Haines Creek Wetland; 

 additional tree clearing on this severed lot is to be restricted to no more than 0.2 ha 

(for a total tree clearing area in association with the two building sites of no more 

than 0.6 ha); 

 additional tree clearing on this property is to occur between October 15 and April 

15, avoiding periods when birds are nesting and generally avoiding periods when 

bats are roosting and/or occupying maternity habitat; and 

 good construction best management practices are to be implemented for any future 

earthworks, with this to include the proper installation and maintenance of silt 
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fencing between the limits of that work and downgradient Haines Creek Wetland.  

Such measures are also to include limiting the duration of earthworks to as short a 

time as possible and stabilizing any disturbed areas through grading and seeding as 

soon as can be practically achieved. 

 

*     *     *     *     * 

In closing, I trust this assessment is complete and meets the needs of the Township of Seguin.  I would be 

pleased to answer any questions the Township or applicant may have. 

Yours truly,  

 

MICHALSKI NIELSEN ASSOCIATES LIMITED 

Per: 

 

 
Gord Nielsen, M.Sc. 

Ecologist 

President 
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Outlook

MTO Comments Zoning by Law Amendment R-2006-0008-F and Consent Application B-2025-0018-
F

From Muldoon, Laurel (She/Her) (MTO) <Laurel.Muldoon@ontario.ca>
Date Mon 5/4/2026 10:43 AM
To Kara Midzain <kmidzain@seguin.ca>
Cc Liberty, Nicholas (MTO) <Nicholas.Liberty@ontario.ca>

1 attachment (528 KB)
Vukelic - Notice of Pub Mtg ZBA and CON.pdf;

Hello Kara,
 
The Ministry of Transportation (MTO) has reviewed Zoning by Law Amendment R-2006-0008-F
application and Consent Application B-2025-0018-F application with the subject lands being
located at 37 Black Road with Frontage on Highway 400, Township of Seguin.
 
The MTO has determined that the subject lands are located within the Ministry’s permit control
area and are therefore subject to review under the Public Transportation and Highway
Improvement Act.
 
The ministry has the following comments to provide:
 
Building and Land Use Permits

For any new buildings or structures, the applicant is required to apply for and obtain a Building
and Land Use Permit from the MTO. Applications can be submitted through the following link:
HCMS - Highway Corridor Management System
 
Any questions related to setback requirements or the Building and Land Use Permit process
may be directed to the Highway Corridor Management Officer,  Nicholas Liberty at
Nicholas.liberty@ontario.ca.
 
Thank you and have a great day.

Laurel
 
Laurel Muldoon, MSc.
Senior Project Manager
Highway Corridor Management | North Area East
Ministry of Transportation  |  Ontario Public Service
705-491-0757  | laurel.muldoon@ontario.ca

Taking pride in strengthening Ontario, its places and its people

https://www.hcms.mto.gov.on.ca/
Bradie Debes
Text Box
Schedule D to Staff Report PL-2026-066

Bradie Debes
Highlight Area
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Fw: Seguin - 37 Black Road - B-2025-0018-F

From Kara Midzain <kmidzain@seguin.ca>
Date Tue 6/9/2026 9:24 AM
To Bradie Debes <bdebes@seguin.ca>

Kara Midzain
Planning Administrative Assistant
Seguin Township
(705) 732-4300 ext. 243

From: LANDUSEPLANNING <LandUsePlanning@HydroOne.com>
Sent: Thursday, June 4, 2026 1:35 PM
To: Kara Midzain <kmidzain@seguin.ca>
Subject: Seguin - 37 Black Road - B-2025-0018-F
 
Hello,

We are in receipt of your Application for Consent, B-2025-0018-F dated 2026-04-30. We have reviewed the
documents concerning the noted Plan and have no comments or concerns at this time. Our preliminary review
considers issues affecting Hydro One’s 'High Voltage Facilities and Corridor Lands' only.

For proposals affecting 'Low Voltage Distribution Facilities’ the Owner/Applicant should consult their local area
Distribution Supplier. Where Hydro One is the local supplier the Owner/Applicant must contact the Hydro
subdivision group at subdivision@Hydroone.com or 1-866-272-3330.

To confirm if Hydro One is your local distributor please follow the following link: Stormcentre (hydroone.com)

Please select “Search” and locate the address in question by entering the address or by zooming in and out of the
map.

https://www.hydroone.com/power-outages-and-safety/stormcentre-outage-map


If you have any further questions or inquiries, please contact Customer Service at 1-888-664-9376 or e-mail
CustomerCommunications@HydroOne.com to be connected to your Local Operations Centre

If you have any questions please feel free to contact Land Use Planning.

Thank you,

Land Use Planning Department
Hydro One Networks Inc.
Email: LandUsePlanning@HydroOne.com
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Prepared for: Mayor and Members of Council 

 

Subject: Shore Road Allowance Application (Blair) 

 

From: Taylor Elgie, Director of Planning, Planning Department 

 

Agenda Date: June 15th, 2026             Report No: PL-2026-063 

 
 

Executive Summary:  

 

RAS-2026-0003-F is an application to purchase the Shore Road Allowance (SRA) 

in front of the subject lands at 51 Joseph Mulcock Trail on Otter Lake. 

 

Staff recommend that Council pass By-law 2026-049 to close and stop up the 

requested Shore Road Allowance, and to transfer the Shore Road Allowance to 

the abutting owner.  
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Prepared for: Mayor and Members of Council 

 

Subject: Shore Road Allowance Application (Blair) 

 

From: Taylor Elgie, Director of Planning, Planning Department 

 

Agenda Date: June 15th, 2026             Report No: PL-2025-063 

 
 

Recommendation: 

 

That Council pass By-law 2026-049 to close and stop up part of the Original 

Shore Road Allowance (Part 1 of Plan 42R-23000) in front of the subject lands at 

51 Joseph Mulcock Trail, and to transfer the Shore Road Allowance to the 

abutting owner,  

 

Background & Analysis: 

 

APPLICATION NO: Shore Road Allowance RAS-2026-0003-F 

Applicants: Brian & Cynthia Blair 

Subject Lands: 

 

 

 

 

 

Civic Address: 

PCL 20005 SEC SS; PT BROKEN LT 28 CON 4 FOLEY PT 1 

42R5223 T/W PT 1 42R5513 & PT 18 42R4946 AS IN 

LT121819; T/W PT 1 42R14874, PT 15-19 42R13696, PT 1 

42R4946 AS IN LT227864; S/T PT 4 & 5 42R14874 AS IN 

LT228801; S/T PT 3 42R14874 AS IN LT229964; S/T PT 3 

42R14874 AS IN LT229965; SEGUIN 

51 Joseph Mulcock Trail 

Roll No.: 49-03-030-004-05820 
  

 

On January 29th, 2026, an application was made to purchase part of the 

Original Shore Road Allowance (SRA) laid out along the shores of Otter Lake, in 

front of Lot 28, Concession 4, designated as Part 1 according to Plan 42R-23000.  

 

Township Departments were circulated for comment, and no concerns were 

identified. Through a file review by staff, it was determined that there are no 

concerns of public interest on the subject SRA that would indicate that the lands 

should remain in Township ownership.  
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Consent forms from the neighbours to the west were not required as the lot line 

has been established, and abutting neighbours to the east have been 

obtained. 

 

FIGURE 1: KEY MAP 

 
 

In 2013 Council directed Staff to review the policy and procedures for the 

closing of Shore Road Allowances, and directed staff to proceed with the 

following approach: 

 

Placing a restrictive covenant on the lands that places a specific prohibition on 

title that Council considers appropriate to advance the objectives of the Official 

Plan. This could be used to prohibit certain uses or structures contrary to the  

 

Township by-laws. The covenant could also be used to provide another level of 

protection for areas of natural vegetation and steep slopes. 

 

Subject 

Lands 

Shore Road 

Allowance 
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The applicant has agreed to enter into a Restrictive Covenant agreement with 

the Township in order to purchase the SRA lands known as Part 1 on registered 

plan 42R-23000. A draft of the Restrictive Covenant is attached in Schedule B of 

this report. 

 

FIGURE 2: 42R-23000 (Excerpt) 

  

 
 

 

Financial Impacts: 

 

Selling the requested Shore Road Allowance will have a positive financial 

impact on the Township. The cost of land is determined by the lake and the 

amount of frontage on the subject lands. The land value cost for this application 

is approximately $11,000.00. 

PART 1 TO 

BE SOLD 
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Options/Alternatives: 

 

Council has two options on how to proceed with the request to acquire the 

subject Shore Road Allowance. 

 

Option 1:  Sell the portion of the Shore Road Allowance to the 

applicant, as requested. 

 

Option 2:  Do not sell any portion of the Shore Road Allowance at this 

time. 

 

Staff recommends Option 1.  

 

Strategic Plan Alignment: 

 

Foundation – Provide Service Excellence 

 

Consistently aim to enhance the quality and efficiency of Township services, 

balancing person-to-person contact with modern service delivery. 

 

Conclusion:  

 

It is the recommendation of the Planning Department that Council pass By-law 

2026-049 (Schedule A) to close, stop up, and transfer those parts of the Original 

Shore Road Allowance designated as Part 1 of Plan 42R-23000 in front of the 

subject property. By-law 2026-049 also authorizes Council to enter into a 

Restrictive Covenant Agreement (Schedule B) with the owner of the abutting 

lands that preserves the economic, environmental and social values of the 

transferred Shore Road Allowance. 

 
 

Prepared by:   

 
 ______________ 

Melissa Profit 

Planning Technician 
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Approved by: 

 

 
________________________________ 

Taylor Elgie, MCIP, RPP 

Director of Planning 

 
 

 

________________________________ 

Jason Inwood 

Chief Administrative Officer 

 

Attachments: 

Schedule A – Draft By-Law 2026-049 

Schedule B – Draft Restrictive Covenants Agreement 

 

MP/TE/JI 



 

  
 

THE CORPORATION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF SEGUIN 

 
BY-LAW NO. 2026-049 

 
TO CLOSE AND STOP UP THE ORIGINAL SHORE 

ROAD ALLOWANCE LAID OUT ALONG THE SHORES 
OF OTTER LAKE, IN FRONT OF LOT 28, CONCESSION 

4, IN THE GEOGRAPHIC TOWNSHIP OF FOLEY, NOW 

TOWNSHIP OF SEGUIN, IN THE DISTRICT OF PARRY 
SOUND, BEING DESIGNATED AS PART 1, 

ACCORDING TO PLAN 42R23000. 
AND TO SELL PART 1 ACCORDING TO PLAN 

42R23000. 
 

WHEREAS pursuant to Sections 8, 9, 11 and 35 of the Municipal Act, 2001 
S.O. 2001, Chapter 25 (the “Act”) The Corporation of the Township of 

Seguin, hereinafter called the Corporation, is empowered to stop up and 
close any part of a highway over which it has jurisdiction. 

 
AND WHEREAS pursuant to Sections 8, 9 and 11 of the Said Municipal Act, 

2001, ante, the Corporation is empowered to sell any part of a highway that 
is legally stopped up and closed. 

 

AND WHEREAS it is deemed expedient in the interest of the Corporation, 
that the original unopened shore road allowance described in Schedule A 

hereto be closed, and thereafter Part 1 according to Plan 42R23000 be sold 
and conveyed to the adjacent owners. 

 
AND WHEREAS the adjacent owners have made a request to the Corporation 

for the purchase of part of the said original unopened shore road allowance 
being designated as Part 1 according to Plan 42R23000. 

 
AND WHEREAS the adjacent owners have agreed to accept the registration 

of restrictive covenants on the lands in accordance with the Corporation’s 
policies. 

 
AND WHEREAS public notice of the intention of the Corporation to close the 

said portion of the said shore road allowance has been in accordance with 

the municipality's by-laws regarding the same. 
 

AND WHEREAS no persons objected to the closing in writing or appeared 
before the Council claiming that his, her or its lands will be prejudicially 

affected by this By-law. 
 

AND WHEREAS no person uses the road allowance for motor vehicle access 
to or from the person's land. 

 
AND WHEREAS the road allowance does not abut land owned by the Crown 

in right of Canada or lead to or abut on the bridge, wharf, dock, quay or 
other work owned by the Crown in right of Canada. 

 
 NOW THEREFORE the Council of THE CORPORATION OF THE 

TOWNSHIP OF SEGUIN enacts as follows:  

 
1. THAT upon and after the passing of this By-law that part of the original 

unopened shore road allowance described in Schedule A hereto, be and the 
same is hereby closed and stopped up. 

 



 

  
 

2. THAT upon and after passing of this By-law that part of the road 
allowance designated as Part 1 according to Plan 42R23000, be sold and 

conveyed by the Corporation to the adjacent owner or owners forthwith after 
this By-law comes into effect for other lawful consideration and the sum of 

One Dollar ($1.00). 
 

3. THAT the road allowance described in Schedule A hereto is declared 
surplus. 

 
4.  THAT the Mayor and Clerk be and they are hereby authorized and 

directed to sign all such conveyances as may be necessary and expedient for 
carrying out the provisions of this By-law, and to affix to such conveyances 

the Corporate Seal of the Municipality. 
 

PASSED in Council June 15, 2026. 

 
Certified to be a true copy of 

By-law No. 2026-049 passed in 
Council, this 15th day of June, 2022 

 

______________________________ 
ANN MACDIARMID, Mayor 

 
 

___________________________ 
CRAIG JEFFERY, Clerk 

 
 

______________________________ 
CRAIG JEFFERY, Clerk 

 



 

  
 

SCHEDULE A 
 

Part of the original shore road allowance laid out along the 

shores of Otter Lake, in front of Lot 28, Concession 4, in 

the Geographic Township of Foley, now Township of Seguin, 

in the District of Parry Sound, being designated as Part

 1, according to Plan 42R23000. 



 

 

RESTRICTIVE COVENANTS 
 
MADE IN TRIPLICATE this            day of     , 2026 
 
BETWEEN: 

 
BRIAN VICTOR BLAIR and CYNTHIA LOUISE BLAIR 

COVENANTOR     (Hereinafter called the “OWNER”) 
 

-and- 
 

THE CORPORATION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF SEGUIN 
COVENANTEE   (Hereinafter called the “TOWNSHIP”) 

 
The following restrictive covenants are hereby annexed to the lands described in this 
Application being  
 

PART OF THE ORIGINAL SHORE ROAD ALLOWANCE IN FRONT OF LOT 28, 
CONCESSION 4, GEOGRAPHIS TOWNSHIP OF FOLEY; PART 1 ON PLAN 
42R-23000; TOWNSHIP OF SEGUIN 

       (Hereinafter referenced as the “lands”)  
 
for a period to expire 50 years from the date of registration of this Agreement and the 
benefit shall run with land now owned by The Corporation of the Township of Seguin 
(the “Township”) being 
 

PIN 52182-1135 PT LT 20 CON 6 FOLEY AS IN FO859 EXCEPT PT 3 
42R20091; SEGUIN 
PIN 52180-0288 PT LT 20 CON 3 FOLEY AS IN FO2641 (AKA TOWNSHIP  
ROAD); SEGUIN 
PIN 52182-1031 RDAL BTN CON A AND CON 6 FOLEY BTN 42R4895 & 
42R18479; SEGUIN 
 

 
The covenants shall be binding upon and enure to the benefit of the respective heirs, 
executors, administrators, successors, and assigns of the owners of the lands and the 
owner of the Township lands.  
 
These covenants are intended to enhance and preserve the economic, environmental 
and social values of the foregoing lands and to benefit the foregoing lands by protecting  
and preserving the natural state of the shoreline and shorelands of Otter Lake .    
 
But for the imposition of the following restrictions and the intention of the parties for 
such restrictions to bind future owners of said lands, The Corporation of the Township of 
Seguin would not convey this shore road allowance to the abutting property owner.  
 
 
USES, BUILDINGS, STRUCTURES 
 
1. No part of the Lands shall be used for: 
 
Renewable Energy Facilities 
The purpose of installing, erecting, maintaining, and/or operating a renewable energy 
generation facility or project unless such renewable energy facility is exempt from the 
operation of these restrictive covenants (being encumbrances upon land) by operation 
of the applicable Provincial Legislation and Regulations governing, regulating and/or 
authorizing the installation, erection, maintenance and/or operation of renewable energy 
general facilities and/or projects.  
 
Aeronautics  



 

 

The storage or placement of any aircraft, including but not limited to airplanes, 
helicopters, gliders, etc. and/or any building or structure designed to, intended for,  
capable of and/or used for housing aircraft. 
 
Landscaping 
The creation of landscaped water features such as reflecting pools, waterfalls and other 
non-naturally occurring watercourses or water features. 
 
Recreational Installations or Features 
The establishment of slides, “zip” or rappelling lines and platforms, diving platforms or 
towers, unless the foregoing are located: 
 

a) on a dock permitted under the then applicable Township Zoning By-law, 
attached to the lands, and  
b) where such of the foregoing recreational installation features is or are located 
on that portion of the permitted dock which is located directly, on, over or above 
the water.  

 
Boathouses and Docks  
The erection of a boathouse and/or dock unless such boathouse and/or dock complies 
with the Township’s Comprehensive Zoning By-law 2006-125 as it read and was in 
force on the date the Lands were conveyed by the Township to the owner.   For further 
clarity, notwithstanding that the owner may apply under the provisions of the Planning 
Act, to vary or amend the provisions of By-law 2006-125 to permit a boathouse and/or 
dock: 
 

-  that is not permitted as the provisions read on the date the Lands were 
conveyed;  or  
-that exceeds any regulated dimension which is stated as a maximum in 
such provisions as they read on the date the Lands were conveyed, or 
-that reduces any regulated dimension which is stated as a minimum in 
such provisions as they read on the date the lands were conveyed 

 
such approval does not supercede the privity of this restrictive covenant and the 
Township’s authority to enforce such restrictive covenant.     
 
Buildings other than Boathouses or Docks 
The erection of any building or structure, whether or not such building or structure 
requires a building permit, unless such building or structure complies with the 
Township’s Comprehensive Zoning By-law 2006-125 as it read and was in force on the 
date the Lands were conveyed by the Township to the owner.   For further clarity, 
notwithstanding that the owner may apply under the provisions of the Planning Act, to 
vary or amend the provisions of By-law 2006-125 to permit a building or structure: 
 

-  that is not permitted as the provisions read on the date the Lands were 
conveyed;  or  
-that exceeds any regulated dimension which is stated as a maximum in 
such provisions as they read on the date the Lands were conveyed, or 
-that reduces any regulated dimension which is stated as a minimum in 
such provisions as they read on the date the lands were conveyed 

 
such approval does not supercede the privity of this restrictive covenant and the 
Township’s authority to enforce such restrictive covenant.    For further clarity the 
foregoing restriction shall be read to include any buildings or structures entirely located 
above the ground within or suspended from trees or poles. 
 
2. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION ZONES 
If the lands, or any part thereof, fall within an area identified by the Township as an 
Environmental Protection Zone, there shall be no use of said land, or any buildings 
thereon, except in accordance with Township zoning by-laws. 



 

 

 
3. GENERAL 
The foregoing restrictions apply notwithstanding any other restrictions imposed by 
Municipal By-law.  Furthermore, for clarity, despite any conclusions by a court or other 
tribunal of competent jurisdiction otherwise that a Municipal By-law(s) does not prohibit 
the above, these restrictive covenants continue to operate to bind the land and prohibit 
the foregoing until such time as the Township, by by-law authorizes the deletion/ 
release or by by-law authorizes the modification of the restrictive covenant pursuant to 
section 4 below. 
 
4. MODIFICATION 
The Township or any successor municipal corporation, with the consent of the owner of 
the Lands, may alter or modify these restrictions in respect of the lands or any part 
thereof and such alteration or modification shall be evidenced by a municipal by-law.   
Furthermore, as a condition of the alteration or modification of these restrictive 
covenants the Owner agrees to the registration of a new restrictive covenant to give 
effect to the foregoing alteration or modification. 
 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF the parties hereto have hereunto executed this agreement as 
follows: 
 
By the OWNER on the ___________ day of ___________________, 2026   
 
 
 

 

WITNESS 

  

BRIAN VICTOR BLAIR 
 
 

 

WITNESS 

  

CYTHIA LOUISE BLAIR 
 

 
 

By the TOWNSHIP on the _____________day of ___________________, 2026 
 
 

THE CORPORATION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF SEGUIN 
 

 
 

   

ANN MACDIARMID, Mayor 
 

 
 

   

CRAIG JEFFERY, Clerk 
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Prepared for: Mayor and Members of Council  

Subject: Parks, Recreation and Culture Master Plan – final draft 

From: Dominique O’Brien – Director of Community Services 

Agenda Date: June 15, 2026 Report No: CS-2026-005 

Executive Summary: 

 

The Parks, Recreation & Culture Master Plan is a roadmap for the future of parks and 

recreation in Seguin Township. Over the next 10 years (up to 2036), it will guide how to 

build, improve, and take care of the places we play and gather. This includes indoor 

recreation buildings, sports fields and facilities, parks and trails, and programs and 

events. 

The current draft Plan contains 99 recommendations developed by the consulting 

team. They are not rigid rules or requirements and may change over the next 10 years. 

Council will determine if, when, and how they are implemented depending on 

municipal capacity, changing circumstances, and additional consultation with the 

public. 
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Prepared for: Mayor and Members of Council  

Subject: Parks, Recreation and Culture Master Plan – final draft 

From: Dominique O’Brien – Director of Community Services 

Agenda Date: June 15, 2026 Report No: CS-2026-005 

 

Recommendation: That Council receive the final draft Parks, Recreation and Culture 

Master Plan for information. If no further comments are received, staff will bring the final 

plan to Council for approval and adoption in July.  

Background & Analysis: Seguin Township is committed to developing parks and 

recreation spaces and programs that reflect our community's demographics, interests, 

and aspirations. The Township engaged thinc design and Mehak, Kelly & Associates to 

write a Parks, Recreation & Culture Master Plan. The Plan provides short, medium, and 

long-term recommendations for parks, sport facilities, trails, indoor recreation and 

culture facilities, and water access points over the next 10 years to 2036. It will 

contribute to the Strategic Plan's vision of "a bold, prosperous, and collaborative 

community with unwavering commitment to prioritizing the environment while providing 

an exceptional quality of life."  

A consultation process was conducted to include input from all members of the 

community including residents, Council, Township staff, community groups, and other 

interested/affected parties. In Fall 2025, the public was encouraged to share feedback 

on Let’s Connect Seguin through an online survey, virtual Post-It idea boards, and a 

discussion forum. A telephone survey was administered to 200 households to capture a 

statistically representative sample of community needs and interests, including users 

and nonusers of parks, facilities, and programs. The consulting team also conducted 

engagement activities with Council, municipal staff, and community organizations and 

groups that use parks and recreation facilities. An activity sheet was completed by 52 

students at Humphrey Public School, and a presentation was made to the Recreation & 

Culture Committee. Most recently, the public was invited to attend an Open House on 

May 28 to share feedback on the consultant’s draft Master Plan.  
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The Parks, Recreation and Culture Master Plan is divided into four needs assessments: 

Parks and Open Spaces, Indoor and Outdoor Recreation Facilities, Programs and 

Events, and Service Delivery. Within each of the assessments are recommendations to 

guide the Township over the next 10 years. The consulting team developed these 

recommendations based on site observations, usage data, facility schedules, municipal 

goals, feedback from the community, related plans and policies, discussions with staff, 

comparator municipalities, and emerging trends. 

Many recommendations are operational in nature: this means their implementation 

would be undertaken by staff as part of their day-to-day activities. The remaining 

capital recommendations, and those to undertake supplementary studies, require 

discrete budget allocations for execution. This includes both improvements/repairs to 

existing facilities, as well as the design and construction of new facilities and amenities. 

Financial Analysis: Capital projects identified in the Master Plan will be brought forward 

for Council’s review and approval as part of the annual budget deliberation process. 

Funding considerations, project timing, and overall financial impacts will be evaluated 

at that time. 

Strategic Plan Alignment: 

Goal #1: Lead 

1.1 Advocate for infrastructure and services that support a healthy, active, and 

engaged community.  

Goal #2: Grow 

2.3 Create Opportunities to be an attractive tourism destination.  

Conclusion: The Parks, Recreation & Culture Master Plan provides Seguin Township with 

a strategic roadmap for parks, recreation, and culture over the next 10 years, through 

to 2036. It is intended to guide future decisions about the development, enhancement, 

and stewardship of community spaces and services, including indoor recreation 

facilities, sports fields, parks, programs, and events. 
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Taylor Elgie 

Director of Planning 

Reviewed by: 

       

Jason Inwood, 

Chief Administrative Officer 

Attachments: 

• Schedule A: Draft Parks, Recreation and Culture Master Plan 



















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































 

The Corporation of the Township of Seguin 

 5 Humphrey Drive, Seguin, ON P2A 2W8 

Fax: 705-732-6347 

info@seguin.ca  

 

Request To Be Heard By Council Form 
 

Please Note: Delegations to Council are limited to 10 minutes in length, Persons 

desiring to present information to Council or to make a request of Council shall 

provide a completed “Request to be Heard by Council” form to the Clerk no 

later than 4:00 p.m. on the Monday preceding the next regularly scheduled 

Council Meeting. Where that Monday is a holiday, no later 4:00 p.m. on the 

Friday before the holiday. Submission of this form prior to the deadline does not 

guarantee granting of delegate status for the meeting date requested. The 

Clerk shall have discretion to limit the number of delegations in order to facilitate 

an orderly and timely meeting. 

 

Please print 

Date of Council Meeting You Wish to Attend:   

  

Name:   

  

Group Being Represented:   

 

Attending In-Person or Virtually Through Zoom:   

 

Telephone No.:   

 

Email Address:   

 

Address:   

 

Please provide a brief outline of the topic/issue you wish to speak about. Attach 

a separate sheet if necessary. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

Signature       Date 

May 19, 2026

Diana Piquette

Safe Quiet Lakes

In-Person

705-641-2312

outreach@safequiet.ca

P.O.BOX 358 ROSSEAU
ROSSEAU ON  P0C 1J0

April 23, 2026

mailto:info@seguin.ca
Andrea Spinney
Typewriter
Delegate requested June 15, 2026

Andrea Spinney
Typewriter
Presenter changed to Rob Bosomworth



Safe Quiet Lakes will provide Seguin Township Council with a brief overview of the
organization’s mandate to promote safe, respectful, and environmentally responsible boating
across our waterways. The delegation will share key findings from the Our Lakes, Our Views
survey, highlighting community perspectives and concerns related to boating activity, noise,
safety, and shoreline enjoyment. We will also outline the organization’s recent activities,
including public education campaigns, outreach initiatives, partnerships with lake associations,
and efforts to support balanced solutions that protect the quality of life on our lakes.



Safe Quiet Lakes

MISSION
To be a leading voice in promoting 
safe, quiet waterways and respectful 
boating practices through education, 
advocacy and legislative change

TODAY’S PRESENTATION
• 2025 Survey Results Overview
• Wake Management
• Collaborative Solutions

FOR MORE INFORMATION
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2025 Lake Experience Survey
• Four major surveys conducted :2013, 2017, 2021, 2025 
• Over 7,100 respondents across Muskoka, Georgian Bay & Haliburton
• One of the largest inland boating and lake experience surveys in Canada  
• Rigorous opt-in research led by the Opinion Research team at Earnscliffe 

Strategies and Allan Gregg 

1468

1384

1171

939

821

334

89

Lake Muskoka, Lake Rosseau, Lake…

Other lakes and rivers in Muskoka, and…

Haliburton

Other lakes and rivers in Ontario

Georgian Bay

Lake of Bays

Other Lakes and rivers in other Provinces,…

Responses by lake area
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Survey Highlights

Ø Cottage serenity is very important

Ø Experience is good overall but 
deteriorating 

Ø Lake use is changing – more 
paddle craft

Ø Some - power boating 
enthusiasts - hold markedly 
different views

Ø Strong consensus (90%) on 
values,  concerns, responsibility, 
and solutions 
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SEPTEMBER 2025

Your Lakes, Your Views
2025

Survey report
Study conducted by Earnscliffe Strategies 
on behalf of Safe Quiet Lakes

Image credit: Unsplash

The full survey report is available on 
our website: safequiet.ca

We are grateful to Earnscliffe for 
their leadership and help.



Survey Highlights – Trends 
Lake experience is deteriorating

Looking at respondents from the 
Big Muskoka Lakes, for which there 
is tracking data back to the original 
survey in 2013, these lake users 
perceive

Ø their lakes to be busier and 
noisier,

Ø continuing a trend that goes 
back to the beginning of Your 
Lake, Your Views. 

Ø Perceptions of quality and 
safety, which declined in 2021, 
have rebounded and sit in line 
with results for 2013 and 2017.

7.7 7.7
7.4

7.6

7.2 7.2
6.9

7.2

5.2

5.7

6.2

6.6

4.8 4.9

5.7

6.2

4

4.5

5

5.5

6

6.5

7

7.5

8

2013 2017 2021 2025

Overall Quality Safety Traffic Noise



Survey Highlights – Top Concerns 
Safety, PWC’s Noise, Wakes
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65%

62%

58%

54%

40%

31%

55%

46%

46%

46%

PWCs that do not follow the "rules of…
Power boats / PWCs travelling at…

Power boats that do not follow "the…

PWCs
Modern power boats

Wakeboarding, waterskiing, tubing

Wakes that are a danger to docks /…
Unwanted noise

Travel too fast / close to docks /…
Safety concern for swimming / shore…

% rating 4 or 5 out of 5



Survey Highlights – Top Concerns
Increase in amount of enhanced wakes

Ø Most (81%) understand what is meant by the term “enhanced wake.” 

Ø Two in three (68%) say the amount of enhanced has increased either 
somewhat (34%) or significantly (34%) in the past 5 years.

︖

Significantly 
increased 34%

Somewhat 
increased 

34%
Stayed 

the same
29%
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Significantly 
increased

34%

Somewhat 
increased

34% Stayed the same
29%

Somewhat 
decreased

2%

Significantly 
decreased

1%

Change over time



Survey Highlights – Opportunities
Responsibility consensus

82%

74%

71%

10%

10%

14%

14%

10%

5%

7%

10%

17%

1%

2%

3%

19%

2%

4%

2%

45%

We have a responsibility…
Motorboat operators…

I like to be able to hear…

I like fast power boat…
5 - Strongly agree 4 3 2 1 - Strongly disagree

Strong consensus among lake users:  
Ø We have a responsibility to preserve the natural state of lakes (92%), 
Ø Motorboat operators have more responsibility to ensure safe coexistence of 

activities on the lakes (88%), 
Ø That they like to hear nature while they are on the lake (85%). 
Ø A small segment (10%) holds very different views. 
Results in 2025 are generally stable compared to 2021.



Survey Highlights – Opportunities
Strong support for enforcement, regulation & education 

60%

59%

58%

57%

56%

53%

14%

15%

18%

14%

14%

21%

15%

12%

12%

16%

14%

17%

7%

6%

6%

6%

7%

5%

5%

7%

6%

7%

9%

3%

Boating while under the…

Establish “no wake surfing” …

Establish “No wake” zones to …

Enforce laws about illegal…

Establish decibel limits on…

Increase education and…
5 - Strongly agree 4 3 2 1 - Strongly disagree

Respondents shared their perspective on eleven proposals for 
enhancing the boating experience on lakes. There are high levels 
of agreement on six of these proposals: 



Survey Highlights – 
A Small Segment Holds Very Different Views

- 10 –

100% 100% 97% 90%
75% 69%

56%

11% 10%11% 8%

56%
42%

94% 90% 88%

56%
43%

I like fast power
boat activities

I like a lake with
lots of boating
activity on the

water

Motorboats have
just as much right
to be on the lakes
as any other type

of watercraft

The mix of
boating activities

and other
activities on my

lake co-exist very
well

We have a
responsibility to

preserve the
natural state of
our lakes for

future
generations

Motorboat
operators have

more
responsibility to
ensure the safe
coexistence of

different activities
on the lakes

I like to be able to
hear nature when
I am on the lake

I like a lake with a
minimum of boat
traffic and activity

Motorboats are a
threat to animal
and plant safety

Power boat enthusiasts Others

A small segment (10% of lake users) like 
fast power boat activities AND a lake with lots of boating activity.

Attitudes in this group of powerboat enthusiasts are markedly different:
Ø They minimize the impact of boating and 
Ø Feel less responsibility toward lake preservation. 



Survey Highlights
Enhanced Wakes: The Emerging Issue

CONCERNS

Ø Swamping of nests of loons and 
other waterfowl (70%) 

Ø Erosion of shorelines(67%)

Ø Damage to docks and vessels 
moored at docks (63%)

Ø Danger to people in canoes, kayaks, 
small power boats and on docks 
(63%)

Concerns about enhanced wakes, and 
potential solutions, discussed 
frequently in open-ended responses 
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VIEWS ON SOLUTIONS 

Ø Designated distance from shore for 
enhanced wake activities (56%)

Ø Setting no wake zones (48%).

Ø Education and Awareness campaign 
(37%)

Ø Stricter Enforcement (35%)

A small proportion of lake users (6%) 
feel that no action is required on this 
issue.



DATA DRIVES OUR 
PRIORITIES

We are committed to working with 
the lake community to achieve 
positive change in these key areas: 

Ø Safety

Ø Wakes

Ø Noise 

Ø PWC’s

CORE ACTIVITIES
1. Outreach & Education: 

Promoting safe and responsible 
boating at events and online.

2. Advocacy & Research:  
Monitoring and promoting best 
practices, opinion research and 
regulatory options.

3. Building Partnerships:  
Partnering with organizations to 
reach our goals: municipalities, OPP, 
lake associations, boating orgs.

Our Program 
Focusing on Solutions



Our Program 
New Wakes Recommendations

Safe Wakes Coalition
The Safe Wakes Coalition was formed in 2024 to better understand and reduce the impacts of large 
boat wakes generated through wake-enhanced activities. We work with scientists, municipalities, 
lake associations, residents, and responsible boaters to promote practical, evidence-based 
solutions that help protect Ontario’s lakes for everyone.

Science-Based Recommendations for Responsible Wake Enhanced Activities
Ø 250 m from shorelines, docks, and structures 
Ø Minimum water depth of 9 m (30 ft) 
Ø Adequate open water for a safe run 

Why It Matters
• Protects fish habitat and sensitive shorelines 
• Improves safety for paddlers, swimmers, and other lake users 
• Reduces erosion and property impacts 
• Supports safer, more responsible wake surfing 
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Education & Awareness
Mapping Safe Spaces for Wakes 
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DRAFT
Example Lake Muskoka - 250 metres



DRAFT
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Education & Awareness 
NEW Safe Wakes  Materials



Advocacy....
when change is needed

Ø Promote regulatory change when needed....e.g. the 10% 
Ø Monitor regulatory solutions in other jurisdictions.... would 

they work here? e.g. Business licensing with conditions
Ø Work to improve the efficacy of existing regulations. e.g. 

improve the VORR application process and be a resource for 
applicants

Ø Increase awareness of current regulatory options - e.g. 
broadcast the Quebec VORR success

Ø Decibel regulations are coming. We are expecting TC 
requesting our input Fall of 2026.



Your Partnership Is Important To Us

Ø Collaborate on VORR initiatives

Ø Boater’s Code Signs at Public Launches 
and Marinas

Ø Help distribute boating safety 
materials, share and amplify our social 
messages

Ø Join our events and discussions

Ø Ensure VORR signage for your area is 
in place and effective

Ø Advocate for stronger enforcement 
resources

Ø Partner on practical wake 
management solutions.  



THANK YOU TO OUR GENEROUS SPONSORS

Platinum 

The Lang Family Foundation
The Kennedy Family 
Anne and John Brace
Richard & Donna Ivey

Elizabeth and Rob Jennings 
Gail MacNaughton 

Silver

Lake of Bays Association
Little Lake Joseph Association

The Minett Foundation 
Town of Bracebridge

Clint and Carol Hoskins
Andrew Hurlbut

Alan Hutton 
Tom Kennedy 
Roger Oatley

Anonymous (1)

Premier

Frances Carmichael
Nancy Cohen 

Kevin and Lisa Green

Gold

With gratitude to 

for their continued 
support of our opinion 

research

Thank you to all of our partner organizations, donors and board members 
who generously support our work. You are helping us to lead the 
conversation about safe, quiet and respectful boating. 
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Seguin Township 
Financial Update –  May 31, 2026 

(unaudited) 

 

Highlights: 

We are currently projecting a small year end surplus of $12,675.  Items of note: 

Investment Income shortfall, caused by lower - $ (54,471) 
 than anticipated bank balances  

Penalty and interest revenue, from higher than - $ 6,928 
 anticipated tax arrears  

POA 2026 revenue shortfall and 2025 deficit - $ (21,003) 
 levy  

OPP local detachment revenues - $ 5,165 

Waste tipping fees - $ (156,000) 

Reduced transfer to Reserves as Turtle Lake - $ 232,000 
 Road project to be covered by NORDS  

The Township was notified in May that the NORDS capital grant program would 

be extended for five years, with Seguin being allocated $232,098.34 per year.  As 

the Turtle Lake Road project qualifies under this program, the transfer to the 

Capital Reserve Fund for the project is not needed. 

Tax Arrears: 

Total outstanding Tax Arrears as of May 31, 2026, amounted to $12,521,151 

compared to $12,233,674 on the same date in 2025; this represents a 2.4% 

increase, which is consistent with the 2026 combined tax increase.   

Capital and Reserves: 

Capital projects are just beginning for 2026, with $738,197 or 11.7% of the 

$6,283,203 total budget spent to date.  The bulk of the 2026 expenditure is for 

vehicles and equipment. 



 

 
 Financial Update – May 31, 2026 (unaudited) 
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Activity in the Reserves and Reserve Funds has been minimal, including 

investment income and a handful of SRA/Parkland deposits.  Full reporting on the 

Capital and Reserve funds will be presented in July, as activity increases through 

the summer. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Michele C. Fraser, BA, MBA, CPA, CA 
Chief Financial Officer and Treasurer 
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Business



 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Corporation of The Township of The Archipelago
Council Meeting

Agenda Number: 15.7.
Resolution Number 26-086
Title: West Parry Sound OPP Detachment Board - Citizen Appointment
Date: Friday, May 22, 2026

Moved by: Councillor Emery
Seconded by: Councillor MacLeod

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that Council of the Township of The Archipelago hereby
support the appointment of Dan Sooley and Lesley Harries-Jones to the West Parry Sound OPP
Detachment Board, as a community representative on the board; and

FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED that resolution 26-033 passed on Februrary 20th, 2026 be hereby
rescinded.

Carried



 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Corporation of The Township of The Archipelago
Council Meeting

Agenda Number: 15.5.2.
Resolution Number 26-064
Title: OPP Detachment Board
Date: Friday, April 17, 2026

Moved by: Councillor MacLeod
Seconded by: Councillor Cade Fraser

WHEREAS a vacancy has occurred in the Township’s appointed position on the OPP Detachment
Board.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that Council for the Township of The Archipelago hereby
appoints Councillor Dan MacLeod as a member of the OPP Detachment board for the remainder of the
2022–2026 Term of Council.

Carried
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The Corporation of the Township of

Seguin Business Committee

Draft Minutes of Thursday, May 7th, 2026 @ 9:30 am

A meeting of the Township of Seguin Business Committee was held May 7th,
2026 at the Township of Seguin Council Chambers and by Electronic
Participation.

The following Members were present:
 Ann MacDiarmid, Acting Chair (Council Chambers)
 Michelle Berry (Council Chambers)
 Chris Ivanov (videoconference)
 Laurie McDonald (Council Chambers)
 Councillor Ted Collins (videoconference)

Staff Present:
 Valerie Iancovich (Council Chambers)
 Donna McLeod (Council Chambers)

Regrets were received from:
 Les Hess
 Darrin O’Brien
 Andrew Ryeland

Resolution No. 2026-010
Moved by:  Laurie McDonald
Seconded by:  Michelle Berry
“THAT we do now convene this Regular Meeting of the Township of Seguin
Business Committee at 9:37 am.”.

CARRIED
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Approval of Agenda.
After the meeting was called to order, the Chair requested approval of the
Agenda. The Agenda was approved as circulated.

Disclosure of Pecuniary Interest.
The Chair requested the disclosure of any possible pecuniary interests. None
were declared.

The Committee recommended Ann MacDiarmid as Acting Chair for this
meeting.

Resolution No. 2026-011
Moved by:  Chris Ivanov
Seconded by:  Michelle Berry
“THAT the Township of Seguin Business Committee does hereby appoint Ann
MacDiarmid as Acting Chair for the May 7th, 2026 meeting.”.

CARRIED

Resolution No. 2026-012
Moved by:  Ted Collins
Seconded by: Michelle Berry
“THAT the Township of Seguin Business Committee does hereby approve the
Minutes of the Committee Meeting of April 2nd, 2026 as circulated.”.

CARRIED
Parry Sound Area Chamber of Commerce (PSACC).
Chris McDonald from PSACC.  The question addressed is where are there
opportunities to work together and how we can support each other.  Chris is
happy to support or collaboration the PSACC can assist with.  The Committee
would like to address the sign By-law.  There is a concern about Canadore
College possibly closing in the future in Parry Sound.

Action Items:
 Chris McDonald will draft a letter to the Committee supporting Canadore

College to continue with education and Ann MacDiarmid will take it to
the next Seguin Council meeting.

 Donna McLeod will forward the Sign By-law to members to look at and
bring back ideas to the next meeting.

 Donna McLeod will invite Sean Carroll from Fire/By-law to attend the next
meeting.
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 Donna McLeod will invite Dominique O’Brien from Community Services to
attend the next meeting.

 Chris McDonald, Janice Heidman and Laurie McDonald will meet and
bring their thoughts back to the September 3rd, 2026 meeting.

Business Directory & Survey.
Valerie Iancovich joined the meeting to share the results of the survey.  The
Business Directory is not loaded onto the website yet as it is not completed.
Chris Mahon is working on this.

Action Item:
 Valerie Iancovich will send the results to members.
 Donna McLeod will invite Chris Mahon to attend a meeting where he can

demonstrate the site to the members.

Mayor’s Lunch & Golf.
Laurie McDonald informed the Committee the event will be at Seguin Valley on
Thursday, October 1st, 2026.  There was a discussion regarding a speaker and
the events for the day.

Meeting ended at 10:28 am due to a committee member leaving the meeting
and quorum was lost.  Committee members will discuss further items on the
agenda at the next meeting.

Ann MacDiarmd,
Acting Chair

Donna McLeod,
Clerk’s Department
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The Corporation of the Township of Seguin

Recreation and Culture Committee

Draft Minutes of Wednesday, May 20th, 2026

A meeting of the Township of Seguin Recreation and Culture Committee was
held May 20th, 2026 at the Township of Seguin Council Chambers and by
Electronic Participation.

The following Members were present:
 Janet Borneman, Chair (Council Chambers)
 Melissa Belanger (Council Chambers)
 Sue Coxhead (videoconference)
 Samantha Fraser (Council Chambers)
 Cathy Lucas (Council Chambers)
  Laurie McDonald (Council Chambers)
 Donald Sanderson (Council Chambers)
 Councillor Ken Adams (Council Chambers)
 Councillor Terry Fellner (Council Chambers)
 Councillor Gail Finnson (Council Chambers)

Staff Present:
 Donna McLeod (Council Chambers)
 Dominique O’Brien (videoconference)

Regrets were received from:
 Terri Retzler

Guest Members:
 Danielle Lenarcic Bliss (videoconference)
 Mary Catherine (videoconference)
 Leandra Correale Ferguson
    (videoconference)
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Resolution No. 2026-031
Moved by: Terry Fellner
Seconded by: Gail Finnson
“THAT we do now convene this Regular Meeting of the Township of Seguin
Recreation and Culture Committee at 6:33 pm and approve the Agenda as
circulated.”.

CARRIED

Approval of Agenda.
After the meeting was called to order , the Chair requested approval of the
Agenda. The Agenda was approved as circulated.

Disclosure of Pecuniary Interest.
The Chair requested the disclosure of any possible pecuniary interests. None
were declared.

Resolution No. 2026-032
Moved by:  Ken Adams
Seconded by:  Terry Fellner
“THAT the Township of Seguin Recreation and Culture Committee does hereby
approve the Minutes of the Committee Meeting of April 15th, 2026 as
circulated.”.

CARRIED

Classic Cruise.
Councillor Ken Adams addressed the SRCC informing them they have a
working group and asking for a  budget.

Resolution No. 2026-033
Moved by:  Gail Finnson
Seconded by: Cathy Lucas
“THAT the Township of Seguin Recreation and Culture Committee does hereby
approve the Classic Cruise working group of Ken Adams, Greg Getty, Pina
Getty, Cam Land, Terry Hawkrigg and approve a budget of $1500.00.”.

CARRIED
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Draft Parks, Recreation and Culture Master Plan.
The team of Danielle Lenarcic Biss, Mary Catherine and Leandra Correale
Ferguson gave an overview of the Draft Parks, Recreation and Culture Master
Plan.  There will be an open house Thursday, May 28th, 2026 from 5pm to 7pm at
the Humphrey Arena for questions and answers.

Drone Light Show.
The SRCC discussed this event.  This item will be put on the agenda if there is
any information.

Action Items:
 A budget would need to be submitted in the fall.
 A working group would need to be created.
 Dominique O’Brien will come up with a draft proposal.

Bug Hotel and Picnic at Museum.
SRCC discussed this event.  This event would be on the weekend.

Action Item:
 Dominique O’Brien will set up an email chain.

Strawberry Social.
Donald Sanderson is proposing this event would be hosted in June 2027.
Melissa Belanger gave an update to the SRCC regarding prior strawberry
socials.

Action Item:
 Donald Sanderson has asked the SRCC to give if any other information

they may have to him.

Bike Rodeo.
Samantha Fraser and Terri Retzler are looking for a working group and a
budget.

Action Item:
 Dominique O’Brien will speak to Terri Retzler regarding a date.
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Resolution No. 2026-034
Moved by:  Gail Finnson
Seconded by:  Laurie McDonald
“THAT the Township of Seguin Recreation and Culture Committee does hereby
approve the Bike Rodeo working group of Sam, Terri R, Ken & Gail and approve
a budget of $1000.00.”.

CARRIED
Canada Day.
Janet Borneman gave an update on Canada Day Celebration.  They are
looking for a working group and budget.  This event will be held in Foley on
June 27th, 2026 from 11am to 3 pm.

Action Item:
 Members to collect silent auction items.

Resolution No. 2026-035
Moved by:  Sam Fraser
Seconded by:  Ken Adams
“THAT the Township of Seguin Recreation and Culture Committee does hereby
approve Canada Day working group of Sue, Janet, Cathy, Ken and approve a
budget of 3500.00.”.

CARRIED
Movie Night.
Janet Borneman informed the SRCC that the library is interested in partnering
with the SRCC.  Hosting movies in Foley on a by-weekly schedule in the evening.

Action Item:
 Dates will need to be chosen.

Resolution No. 2026-036
Moved by:  Terry Fellner
Seconded by:  Ken Adams
“THAT the Township of Seguin Recreation and Culture Committee does hereby
approve the Movie Night working group of Laurie, Janet, Sam, Terry F, Cathy,
Gail and approve a budget of $1000.00.”.

CARRIED
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Other Business.

Walk on the Rose Point Trail.
Donald Sanderson would like to host a fall walk again this year.

Action Item:
 Donna McLeod will put this item on the June agenda.

Seguin Trail Signs.
Terry Fellner gave an overview of the Park to Park Trail.  He informed the SRCC
that there are 12 trail signs he would like to see installed on the trail for viewing.

Action Items:
 Dominique O’Brien will speak to Ken Griffith regarding location and

installation.
 If you have time, take the opportunity to go to the arena and look at the

signs.

Date of Meeting.
The SRCC meeting scheduled for August 19th, 2026 has been moved to August
26th, 2026.

Resolution No. 2026-037
Moved by:  Ken Adams
Seconded by:  Sam Fraser
“THAT the Township of Seguin Recreation and Culture Committee does hereby
adjourn at 8:44 pm to meet again on June 17th, 2026 at 6:30 pm or at the call of
the Chair.”.

CARRIED

Janet Borneman,
Chair
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Donna McLeod,
Clerk’s Department
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Link to the Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO) -
Communications

https://www.amo.on.ca/YourAssociation/MemberCommunication
https://www.amo.on.ca/YourAssociation/MemberCommunication


Link to the Municipal Property Assessment Corporation (MPAC)
InTouch Newsletters

https://mpac.ca/en/OurServices/SupportMunicipalities/InTouchNewsletter
https://mpac.ca/en/OurServices/SupportMunicipalities/InTouchNewsletter
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Township of Southgate   Phone: 519-923-2110 
Administration Office Toll Free: 1-888-560-6607 
185667 Grey County Road 9, RR 1    Fax: 519-923-9262 
Dundalk, ON N0C 1B0  Web: www.southgate.ca 
 

June 4, 2026  
  
 
Re: Support for the Township of Brudenell, Lyndoch and Raglan – Canada Post 
Rate Reduction for Libraries 
 
Please be advised that at the June 3, 2026, regular Council meeting, the Council of the 
Corporation of the Township of Southgate approved the following:  

No. 2026-225 
Moved By Councillor John 
Seconded By Councillor Shipston 
 

Be it resolved that Southgate Council receive the correspondence from the 
Township of Brudenell, Lyndoch and Raglan and the Township of Perry for 
information; and  
That Council call on the Federal Government to maintain and protect reduced-rate 
postal distribution rates for library materials; and  
That a copy of this and associated correspondence be forwarded to the Minister of 
Government Transformation, Public Services and Procurement, MP Alex Ruff, MPP 
Paul Vickers and all Ontario Municipalities. 

 

If you have any questions, please contact our office at (519) 923-2110.  

 

Sincerely,  
 
 
Lindsey Green, Clerk 
Township of Southgate 
 
Encl: Township of Brudenell, Lyndoch and Raglan – Canada Post Rate Reduction for 
Libraries 
 
CC:  
Honourable Joël Lightbound, Minister of Transformation, Public Services and 
Procurement 
Alex Ruff, MP Bruce-Grey-Owen Sound 
Paul Vickers, MPP Bruce-Grey-Owen Sound 
Ontario Municipalities 
 

http://www.southgate.ca/












Ministry of the Ministère du 
Attorney General Procureur général 
 
Office of the Assistant Deputy Bureau du sous-procureur 
Attorney General général adjoint 
 
Policy Division Division des politiques  
 
McMurtry-Scott Building Édifice McMurtry-Scott 
720 Bay Street, 3rd Floor 720, rue Bay, 3ème étage 
Toronto ON  M7A 2S9 Toronto ON  M7A 2S9 

  

 
 
MEMORANDUM TO: Heads of Council - Ontario Municipalities 
 
DATE:   May 22, 2026 
 
FROM:   Tom McKinlay, 
    Assistant Deputy Attorney General 
 
RE: Follow-up to Updates to “Tailgate Event” Permits under 

the Liquor Licence and Control Act, 2019 
 

 
Further to my earlier letter dated January 13, 2026, I am writing to provide clarification 
regarding bring-your-own event permits. 
 
What is the change? 
Recent amendments to Ontario Regulation 747/21 (Permits) under the Liquor Licence 
and Control Act, 2019 (LLCA) introduce a new bring-your-own event permit. This 
change expands what was previously called the tailgating permit.  
 
This permit allows individuals aged 19 and older to bring and consume their own liquor 
within a designated area of a cultural or community event that has been approved by a 
municipality or held in connection with, and in proximity to, a professional, semi-
professional or post-secondary sporting event. 
 
What action should municipalities take?  
Municipalities have the option to designate community or cultural events as eligible for 
the new bring-your-own event permit. Importantly, municipalities are not required to 
designate any events as eligible. 
 
Event organizers who are interested in the bring-your-own permit will need to approach 
the municipality where they would like to hold the event and seek designation as a 
community or cultural event. The government recognizes that municipalities are best 
positioned to understand local needs and contexts, and therefore to determine whether 
and how to designate eligible events. 
 
Municipalities may establish their own local processes to determine which events qualify 
and the form of the municipal designation. 
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There would be two routes a municipality could take: 
 

• Review each request on a case-by-case basis before their council or; 

• Delegate the authority to designate events to a municipal official, such as the 
clerk 
 

Municipalities that do not wish to allow bring-your-own events may choose to express 
their position by way of a resolution. 
 
These amendments do not affect existing municipal approval requirements for events 
held on municipal property (e.g., parks). 
 
What about events tied to sporting events? 
Unlike the cultural or community permitting process, bring-your-own events that are held 
in proximity to a professional, semi-professional or post-secondary sporting event are 
unchanged and do not require a designation by the responsible municipality. 
 
What action do organizers take once a municipality designates their event as 
community or cultural? 
It is up to event organizers to confirm with the responsible municipality that their event 
qualifies as a designated cultural or community event.  
 
Once confirmed, organizers may apply for a bring-your-own event permit through the 
iAGCO portal. The AGCO will issue a permit only where the applicant provides 
proof of municipal designation. 
 
Why did the Government make this change? 
This change is intended to provide greater flexibility for some event organizers, 
potentially reducing costs and increasing attendance. For example, a movie screening 
in a municipal park may invite more of a “picnic atmosphere” and thus, organizers may 
prefer the bring-your-own permit.  
 
The province recognizes that this permit may not be relevant to all. Events that rely on 
alcohol sales and do not use a bring-your-own model may continue to operate as usual. 
 
What considerations were made for safety? 
All permitted events will continue to be subject to the existing health and safety 
requirements under the LLCA. Permit-holders are responsible for ensuring these 
standards and requirements.  
 
What if I still have questions?  
If you have any questions about these regulatory changes, please contact Armina 
Samadi, Director, Agency and Tribunal Relations Branch at Armina.Samadi@ontario.ca. 
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If you have any questions about AGCO permits and the application process, please 
contact Ruxandra Ilicea, Senior Eligibility Officer at Ruxandra.Ilicea@agco.ca. 
 
 
Yours truly, 
 
 
 
 
 
Tom McKinlay 
Assistant Deputy Attorney General 
 
 
c:  Armina Samadi 
 Director, Agency and Tribunal Relations Branch, Ministry of the Attorney General 
 
 Leslie Fenton 
 Director, Corporate Affairs, Governance and Agency Oversight, AGCO 

mailto:Ruxandra.Ilicea@agco.ca
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Township of Puslinch  

7404 Wellington Road 34 
Puslinch, ON N0B 2J0 

www.puslinch.ca 
 

May 25, 2026 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
RE:  Township of Puslinch Support Resolution No.2026-128, Regarding Consent item 6.8  
Western Ontario Wardens’ Caucus Finlay’s Law on Emergency Room Reform 
 
Please be advised that Township of Puslinch Council, at its meeting held on May 6, 2025 
considered the aforementioned topic and subsequent to discussion, the following was resolved: 
 

Resolution No. 2026-128:    Moved by Councillor Bailey and  
     Seconded by Councillor Sepulis 

 
That the Consent Agenda item 6.8 be received; and  
 
Whereas Council supports the WOWC resolution that Council direct staff to send a 
support resolution accordingly.  
 

 
CARRIED 

 
 

 

Honourable Doug Ford, 
Premier of Ontario   
Via Email: 
premier@ontario.ca 

Honourable Sylvia Jones 
Deputy Premier of Ontario 
and Minister of Health 
Via Email:  
sylvia.jones@ontario.ca 

Honourable Marjorie 
Michel, Minister of Health 
Via Email:   
hcminister.ministresc@hc-
sc.gc.ca 

The Ontario Medical 
Association 
Via Email:  info@oma.org 



 

As per the above resolution, please accept a copy of this correspondence for your information 
and consideration. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Justine Brotherston  
Municipal Clerk 
 
CC:  
The Ontario Hospital Association (OHA)  
The Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO) 
Ontario Big City Mayors  
Eastern Ontario Wardens’ Caucus 



 
 
 

Monday, April 20, 2026 
 
Premier of Ontario 
Hon. Doug Ford 
Legislative Building, Queen's Park 
Toronto ON  M7A 1A1 
Sent via email: premier@ontario.ca 
 
Re: Support of Finlay’s Law on Emergency Room Reform 

 
At its regular meeting on April 10, 2026, the Western Ontario Wardens’ Caucus adopted the following motion in 
support of Finlay’s Law on Emergency Room Reform: 

#11 Moved by D. Bailey seconded by B. Clark:  

WHEREAS growing pressures across the Ontario healthcare system are increasing patient volumes in 
emergency rooms (ER), requiring more complex care, and contributing to longer patient wait times in 
ERs for residents in Ontario’s largest municipalities; and 

WHEREAS Health Quality Ontario data from October 2025 reports that patients needing admission to 
the hospital waited an average of 19-20 hours, with high-urgency patients waiting close to 5 hours on 
average to be seen by a physician; and 

WHEREAS in December 2023, the Auditor General of Ontario reported that significant hospital staffing 
shortages were reducing access to timely emergency care; and 

WHEREAS the Financial Accountability Office of Ontario reported in March 2023 that ER wait times were 
increasing significantly with the longest wait times recorded in over 15 years and that provincial funding 
was $21.3 billion short to maintain current health programs through 2028; and 

WHEREAS according to the Ontario Hospital Association (OHA), Ontario has had the lowest per capita 
hospital expenditure in Canada since 2018; and  

WHEREAS according to the OHA, approximately 4,200 alternate level care (ALC) patients remain in 
acute beds (40% awaiting long term care), worsening ER delays; and 

WHEREAS Canadian ER researchers have highlighted that between 8,000 and 15,000 Canadians die 
prematurely as a result of ER overcrowding; and  

WHEREAS reports of patients dying in crowded ERs across Canada are increasing, such as 16-year-old 
Finlay van der Werken who waited over 8 hours in an Oakville ER without being seen by a physician and 
tragically passed away on February 9, 2024 from pneumonia that developed into sepsis; and 



 
 

www.wowc.ca 

WHEREAS ER delays are contributing to excessive ambulance offload times, adding undue strain on 
response capacity of municipal paramedic services across Ontario; and 

WHEREAS the Provincial Government has taken important steps to improve health care in Ontario, 
however additional funding and staffing resources for hospitals to reduce ER wait times and increase 
capacity to provide timely access to care for all patients in ER’s remains critical; and 

WHEREAS despite growing concerns regarding staffing shortages in and closures of ERs across 
Ontario, as well as failure to meet federal standards such as the Canadian Triage and Acuity Scale, the 
Provincial Government continues to receive full contributions of Canada Health Transfers from the 
federal government. 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Western Ontario Wardens Caucus calls on the Provincial 
Ministry of Health to take immediate action to reduce ER wait times with consideration for the importance 
of enhanced ER triage protocols and increased funding to strengthen emergency readiness; 

AND THAT the Western Ontario Wardens Caucus calls on the Provincial Ministry of Health to introduce 
Finlay’s Law to ensure that no child in Ontario is left without timely emergency medical care in hospitals 
by: 

• Setting legal maximum ER wait times for children under 18 (e.g., physician assessment within 2 
hours, admission within 8 hours). 

• Mandating safe pediatric nurse-to-patient and physician-to-patient ratios in emergency settings. 
• Establish independent oversight to audit hospitals, investigate pediatric ER deaths, and enforce 

compliance. 
• Mandate public, independent, and timely (within 1 year) inquiry by the Chief Coroner of Ontario of 

every pediatric death in an ER waiting area. 
• Fund better pediatric emergency readiness, including staffing, training and infrastructure 

AND THAT the Western Ontario Wardens Caucus calls on the Federal Ministry of Health to enforce the 
principles and requirements of the Canada Health Act through its spending power of Canada Health 
Transfers to Ontario by: 

• monitoring compliance to national health standards, such as Canadian Triage and Acuity Scale 
(CTAS) in ERs; 

• and establishing and ensuring compliance with a new sepsis care 

AND THAT a copy of this resolution be sent to the Premier of Ontario, the Ontario Minister of Health, the 
Federal Minister of Health, the Ontario Medical Association (OMA), the Ontario Hospital Association 
(OHA), and the Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO). 

Carried. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

www.wowc.ca 

Please contact the office if you require any further information. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
Marcus Ryan  
Chair, Western Ontario Wardens’ Caucus 
 
cc.  
Hon. Marjorie Michel, Federal Minister of Health 
Hon. Sylvia Jones, Ontario Minister of Health 
Ontario Medical Association 
Ontario Hospital Association 
Association of Municipalities of Ontario 
Ontario Big City Mayors 
Eastern Ontario Wardens’ Caucus 
Western Ontario Municipalities 
 



 

 

   

   
  

 
 
 
Date: 13 May 2026 ______15______ 
 
Moved By: 

 
Deputy Mayor Netty McEwen 

 

 
Seconded By: 

 
Councillor John van Klaveren 

 

 

Support for Sustainable Provincial Grant Funding for Fire Services in Ontario 

WHEREAS Municipal fire services in Ontario operate under legislative authority established by the 
province through statutes, regulations, codes, and prescribed standards governing training, 
equipment, certification, inspection, and operational requirements; 

AND WHEREAS municipalities are responsible for implementing and maintaining compliance with 
these provincially mandated requirements primarily through local property taxation; 

AND WHEREAS current provincial fire service grant programs are available to both full-time and 
volunteer fire departments across Ontario and are distributed through competitive application 
processes that may not fully reflect the differing financial and administrative capacities of urban and 
rural municipalities, highlighting the need for a more balanced approach to funding that supports all 
fire services equitably; 

AND WHEREAS volunteer firefighters represent approximately 70–75% of firefighters in Ontario, 
protecting the majority of communities across the province and, particularly in rural areas, are 
frequently the first emergency responders to arrive on scene ahead of other emergency 
services; 

AND WHEREAS other provincially regulated emergency services, including policing and paramedic 
services, receive stable and predictable provincial funding contributions or cost-sharing 
arrangements; 

AND WHEREAS the absence of a comparable and stable funding model for fire services creates a 
structural imbalance between provincial regulatory authority and municipal financial responsibility; 

AND WHEREAS reliance on competitive funding creates budget uncertainty, limits long-term financial 
planning, and may not reflect the actual operational needs of fire services, contributing to instability, 
reduced preparedness and the reduction of services within a critical emergency response sector; 

AND WHEREAS stable and predictable funding is essential to maintain emergency preparedness, 
firefighter safety, service sustainability, and equitable protection for residents regardless of municipal 
size or tax base;  



              ✔ 
Carried  Defeated  Deferred 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT 

The Council of the Town of Plympton-Wyoming respectfully calls upon the Province of Ontario to 
transition the current practice of competitive provincial fire service grant programs into a 
permanent, stable, and predictable non-competitive provincial funding program that supports 
municipalities in meeting provincially legislated fire protection requirements; 

AND FURTHER THAT this funding be structured to provide equitable and predictable annual support 
for operational readiness and training costs associated with volunteer, composite and full-time 
fire departments across Ontario; 

AND FURTHER THAT the annual value of this funding be reviewed and adjusted to more 
appropriately reflect the level of provincial funding support currently provided to other provincially 
regulated emergency services, including policing and paramedic services; 

 

AND FURTHER THAT this resolution be circulated for endorsement to: 

• The County of Lambton  
• Lambton County Fire Chiefs Association  
• All municipalities  
• Ontario Association of Fire Chiefs  
• Ontario Professional Fire Fighters Association  
• Ontario Volunteer Fire Fighters Association  
• Association of Municipalities of Ontario  
• Rural Ontario Municipal Association  

 

AND FURTHER THAT, upon endorsement, this resolution be submitted to: 

• Steve Pinnsoneault MPP Lambton-Kent-Middlesex 
• Bob Bailey MPP Sarnia-Lambton  
• The Honourable Michael Kerzner, Minister of the Solicitor General  
• The Honourable Kinga Surma, Minister of Infrastructure  
• The Honourable Rob Flack, Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing  
• The Honourable Doug Ford, Premier of Ontario  











21 Church Street 

Dunchurch, Ontario P0A 1G0 

Phone:  705-389-2466   Fax: 705-389-1855 

 

www.whitestone.ca 

E-mail:  info@whitestone.ca 

 

“WHITESTONE, A PERFECT PLACE TO LIVE, WORK & PLAY” 

 

Resolution No. 2026-165 

Moved by: Councillor Lamb 

Seconded by: Councillor Bray 

 

WHEREAS the Municipality of Whitestone relies on Highway 520 as a critical transportation corridor 

for residents, emergency services, school transportation, and local economic activity; and 

 

WHEREAS the current condition of Highway 520 has deteriorated significantly, including but not 

limited to severe pavement degradation, potholes, shoulder erosion, drainage issues, and winter 

maintenance challenges, resulting in unsafe driving conditions; and 

 

WHEREAS these conditions pose increased risks to motorists, hinder the movement of emergency 

vehicles, and negatively impact the economic and social well-being of Whitestone and surrounding 

rural communities; and 

 

WHEREAS rural and northern municipalities depend on the Province of Ontario to maintain provincial 

highways to a safe and reliable standard, recognizing that local municipalities do not have the 

authority or financial capacity to undertake such repairs; and 

 

WHEREAS Council has received ongoing concerns from residents, businesses, and visitors 

regarding the safety and drivability of Highway 520, demonstrating the urgent need for provincial 

intervention; 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Council of the Municipality of Whitestone urgently 

requests the Ministry of Transportation (MTO) to prioritize and undertake the necessary repairs, 

resurfacing, and safety improvements to Highway 520 at the earliest opportunity; and 

 

THAT the Ministry be asked to provide Council with an anticipated timeline for repair work, including 

any planned interim safety measures; and 

 

THAT this resolution be forwarded to the Minister of Transportation Prabmeet Singh Sarkaria, MPP 

for Parry Sound–Muskoka Graydon Smith, the District of Parry Sound Municipal Association, and all 

neighbouring municipalities similarly affected, for their support. 

Carried 

 

http://www.whitestone.ca/


CORPORATION OF THE
TOWNSHIP OF NORTH GLENGARRY

Gouncil Meeting
Resolution #
Date: Monday May 25,2026

Moved by: Jamie MacDonald
Seconded by: Carma Williams

THAT the Council of the Township of North Glengarry support the Eastern Ontario
Wardens'Caucus resolution 2026-03: Ontario Most Outdated Property
Reassessment in Canada: A Call to Return to Property Tax Reassessment Cycle, as

presented.

AND BE lT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT a copy of this resolution be circulated to the
Honourable Doug Ford, Premier of Ontario; the Honourable peter Bethlenfalry,
Minister of Finance; EOWC Members of Provincial Parliament; the Association of
Municipalities of Ontario; the Rural Ontario Municipal Association; the Municipal
Property Assessment Corporation; the Ontario Big City Mayors; the Western
Ontario Wardens 'Caucus; the Mayors and Regional Chairs of Ontario; the
Federation of Northern Ontario Municipalities; and all EOWC municipalities."

CARRI DEFEATED DEFERRED

MAYOR / DEPUW MAYOR
Deputy Mayor: Carma Wittiams
Councillor: Jacq ues Massie
CounciUor: Brian Caddett
Councittor: Jeff Mantey
CounciUor: Michaet Madden
Council[or: Gary Martin
Mayor: Jamie MacDonatd

YEA NEA
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EOWC Eastern Ontar"io
Wardens'Caucus

Resolution 2O26-O3i Ontario Most Outdated Property Fleassessment in
Canada: A Call to Fleturn to property Tax Reassessment Cycle

Moved by: Warden Jennifer Murphy, County of Renfrew
Seconded by: Warden Flobert Mullin, County of Hastings

WHEREAS the Eastern Ontario Wardens'Caucus (EOWC) serves over l.l
million residents across 13 upper-tier and single-tier municipalities,
encompassing a total of lO3 municipalities in Ontario;

AND WHEREAS municipalities in Ontario are currently required to calculate
propertytaxes based on property valuations from 2O16, over a decade ago;

AND WHEREAS the prolonged pause in the reassessment cycle has created
significant distortions in assessed values, resulting in inequities among
property classes; and

AND WHEREAS outdated assessments negatively impact investment
declsions, economic com petitiveness, municipal planning, and
disproportionately atlect i ndependent sma ll busi nesses; and

AND WHEREAS the continued pause on property tax reassessment in

Ontario creates uncertainty for municipalities, property owners, and investors

regarding futu re tax liabilities;

AND WHEREAS a current and predictable assessment system is essential to

supporting strong communities, maintainlng fairness in taxation, and

encouraging economic investment consistent wlth the ontario government's

objective of being "Open for Business";

Date: May 8,2026

AND WHEREAS all other provinces in Canada have continued regular
reassessment cycles, resulting in properties being reassessed multiple times
since 2O16, making Ontario the most outdated in Canada;



AND WHEREAS the lack of clarity regarding the timing of the next
reassessment is contributing to delayed or deferred investment decisions,
thereby impacting econornic competitiveness across the province;

ANO WHEREAS municipal governments, pa.ticularly in rural and small-urban
communities, rely on a stable and updated assessment system to address
financial pressures including inflation, rising labour costs, and increasing
service demands;

NOW THEREFORE BE lT RESOLVED that the EOWC formally ,equests lhat
the Covernmenl of Ontario commit to a clear and prompt return to the
property tax reassessment cycle;

AND BE lT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT the Province provide a def ined
timeline and transparent plan for implementing Future reassessments on a
regular and predictable basis;

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT the Covernment of Ontario work in
coordination with the Municipal property Assessment Corporation (MPAC) to
ensure properties are reassessed in an accurate and timely manner;

AND BE lT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT a copy of this resolution be circulated
to the Honourable Doug Ford, Premier of Ontario; the Honourable peter

Bethlenfally, Mlnister qf Finance; EOWC Members of Provincial Parliament;
the Association of Municipalities of Ontario; the Qural Ontario Municipal
Association; the Municipal Property Assessment Corporation; the Ontario Big

City Mayors; the Western Ontario Wardens'Caucus; the Mayors and Regional

Chairs of Onta.io; the Federation of Northern Cntario Municipalities; and all

EOWC municipalities."

Ca rried
ned

Chair Bonnie Clark
rr'rfoOeowc.org

2ol 2



CORPORATION OF THE
TOWNSHIP OF NORTH GLENGARRY

Gouncil Meeting
Resolution # /0
Date: Monday May 25,2026

Moved by: Jamie MacDonald
Seconded by: Carma Williams

THAT the Council of the Township of North Glengarry support the Eastern Ontario
Wardens'Caucus resolution 2026-03: Ontario Most Outdated Property
Reassessment in Canada: A Call to Return to Property Tax Reassessment Cycle, as

presented.

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT a copy of this resolution be circulated to the
Honourable Doug Ford, Premier of Ontario; the Honourable peter Bethlenfalry,
Minister of Finance; EOWC Members of Provincial Parliament; the Association of
Municipalities of Ontario; the Rural Ontario MunicipalAssociation; the Municipal
Property Assessment Corporation; the Ontario Big City Mayors; the Western
Ontario Wardens 'Caucus; the Mayors and Regional Chairs of Ontario; the
Federation of Northern Ontario Municipalities; and all EOWC municipalities."

CARRIE DEFEATED DEFERRED

MAYOR / DEPUTY MAYOR
Deputy Mayor: Carma Wittiams
Counciltor: Jacques Massie
Counci[[or: Brian Caddett
Councitlor: ieff Mantey
Counci[[or: MichaeL Madden
Counciltor: Gary Martin
Mayor: lamie MacDonatd
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EOWC Eastern Ontar'io
Wardens'Caucus

Resolution 2O26-O3t Ontario Most Outdated Property tleassessment in
Canada: A Call to Fleturn to Property Tax Reassessment Cycle

Date: May 8, 2026

Moved by: Warden Jennifer Murphy, County of Flenfrew
Seconded by: Warden Flobert Mullin, County of Hastings

WHEREAS the Eastern Ontario Wardens'Caucus (EOWC) serves over l.'l

million residents across 13 upper-tier and single-tier municipalities,
encompassing a total of lO3 municipalities in Ontariol

AND WHEREAS municipalities in Ontario are currently required to calculate
property taxes based on p roperty valuations from 2016, over a decade ago;

AND WHEREAS ali other provinces in Canada have continued regular
reassessment cycles, resulting in properties being reassessed multiple times
since 2O16, making Ontario the most outdated in Canada;

AND WHEREAS the prolonged pause in the reassessment cycle has created
significant distortions in assessed values, resulting in inequities among
property classes; and

AND WHEREAS outdated assessments negatively impact investment
decisions, economic com petitiveness, municipal planning, and
disproportionately affect i ndependent sma ll busi nesses; an d

AND WHEREAS the continued pause on property tax reassessment in

Ontario creates uncertainty for municipalities, property owners, and investors

regarding future tax liabilities;

AND WHEREAS a current and predictable assessment system is essential to

supporting strong communities, maintaining fairness in taxation, and

encouraging economic investment consistent with the Ontario government's

objective of being "Open for Business";
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Town of Orangeville orangeville.ca

87 Broadway 
Orangeville, ON, L9W 1K1 

tel. 519-941-0440
toll-free 1-866-941-0440

 

May 28, 2026 

 
Hon. Graham McGregor 
Minister of Citizenship and Multiculturalism 
14th Floor, 56 Wellesley St W 
Toronto, ON M7A 2E7 

Sent via email to: graham.mcgregor@ontario.ca 

 

Subject: Town of Orangeville resolution re: Request to the Province to Extend the 
Deadline for Notices of Intention to Designate Listed Heritage Properties 

Dear Minister McGregor, 

The Council of the Corporation of the Town of Orangeville requests your consideration 
and support for the following resolution that was passed at the May 25, 2026 meeting of 
the Council of the Town of Orangeville.  

Resolution Number: 2026-193 

Moved by Councillor Sherwood 
Seconded by Councillor Macintosh 

Whereas amendments to the Ontario Heritage Act under the More Homes Built Faster 
Act, 2022 introduced timelines requiring municipalities to issue Notices of Intention to 
Designate for properties listed on municipal heritage registers as of December 31, 
2022, originally requiring action by January 1, 2025; and 

Whereas the Province subsequently amended the legislation through the Home-
owner Protection Act, 2024 to extend the deadline to January 1, 2027 in response to 
concerns raised by municipalities and heritage stakeholders; and 

Whereas municipalities require sufficient time and resources to undertake research, 
documentation, consultation, and evaluation to determine whether listed properties 
warrant designation under the Ontario Heritage Act; and 

Whereas the removal of listed properties from municipal heritage registers if the pre-
scribed timelines are not met may place cultural heritage resources at increased risk 
of demolition or irreversible alteration before municipalities have the opportunity to 
properly evaluate their cultural heritage value or interest; and 
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Whereas the Heritage Orangeville Committee comprises of a handful of dedicated 
volunteers who are not able to review the current non-designated register containing 
454 properties on or before the deadline of January 1, 2027; and 

Whereas many municipalities, including the Town of Orangeville, do not have dedi-
cated heritage planning staff and must rely on volunteer Heritage committee mem-
bers or external heritage consultants to undertake the evaluations, which can result 
in additional financial and administrative pressures; and 

Whereas Heritage Orangeville Committee, heritage consultants or staff members 
would need to review the municipal heritage register, research the heritage value and 
interest of listed non-designated properties, contact owners of such properties, de-
termine which properties should potentially be designated in accordance with the 
provisions of Section 29 of the Ontario Heritage Act, and take all required steps to 
designate such properties;  and 

Whereas the above noted work involving 454 listed properties in the Town of Orange-
ville is extremely time-consuming and cannot be completed by January 1, 2027 with 
the current resources available given other competing interests including reviewing 
and supporting new housing development proposals; and 

Whereas municipalities across Ontario are facing significant workloads associated 
with evaluating listed properties; and 

Whereas the Heritage Orangeville Committee, at its meeting of March 19, 2026, dis-
cussed and supported advocating to the Province of Ontario for a further extension 
to the current deadline; 

Now therefore be it resolved that The Council of the Town of Orangeville respectfully 
request that the Province of Ontario further amend the Ontario Heritage Act to ex-
tend the January 1, 2027 deadline to January 1, 2030, or another reasonable timeframe 
for issuing Notices of Intention to Designate for properties listed on the municipal her-
itage non-designated register; and 

That the Town Clerk be directed to send a copy of this motion to the Minister of Citi-
zenship and Multiculturalism, the Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing, the local 
Member of Provincial Parliament, the Association of Municipalities of Ontario, Munici-
pal Councils across the province, and the Ontario Municipal Heritage Committee As-
sociation. 

Carried 
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If you have any questions, please contact clerk@orangeville.ca. 

 

Sincerely, 
Ishita Soneji 
Council Co-ordinator/Assistant Clerk  
Corporate Services 
Town of Orangeville 
 

 

cc: Hon. Rob Flack, Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing, via email  
Hon. Syliva Jones, Members of Provincial Parliament, via email 
Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO), via email 
Community Heritage Ontario, via email 
All Ontario Municipalities, via email 
 

 

 



https://www.hydroone.com/rates-and-billing/meters/meter-replacement


































































 

From the Office of the Clerk 

The Corporation of the County of Prince Edward 

T: 613.476.2148 x 1021 | F: 613.476.5727 

clerks@pecounty.on.ca  |  www.thecounty.ca 

 

May 29, 2026 

Please be advised that during the regular Council meeting of May 26, 2026 the following 
resolution regarding the Better Regional Governance Act was carried. 

RESOLUTION NO. 2026-246 

DATE:        May 26, 2026 

MOVED BY:  Councillor MacNaughton 
 
SECONDED BY:  Councillor Branderhorst 

WHEREAS electoral representation is the keystone of Canadian democracy; and, 

WHEREAS the Better Regional Governance Act, 2026 (Act) received royal assent on May 
7th; and, 

WHEREAS the Act allows the provincial government to interfere with shape and 
composition of certain local and regional governments in Ontario without consultation, clear 
rationale or democratic process; and,  

WHEREAS the Act allows the Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing, without 
consultation, clear rationale, or democratic process to appoint or vacate heads of council; 
and  

WHEREAS the Act allows any appointed, non-elected head of council to have the voting 
rights of an elected mayor which may include strong chair powers; and 

WHEREAS these changes are part of a series of anti-democratic decisions that undermine 
municipal authority and centralize local decision making at the province; 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that Prince Edward County Council, in solidarity with the 
impacted municipalities, urge the Province to recommit to local democracy, empower 
municipalities to determine their own composition, and restore the requirement that all local 
governments and regional council members including regional chairs be directly elected by 
their communities to ensure heads of council remain directly accountable to local voters; 
and,  

THAT Council urge the province to restrict any further changes or expansion of the Act in 
any way that could undermine the democratic vigour of any additional municipality; and,  

THAT this resolution be forwarded to Premier Doug Ford, the Minister of Municipal Affairs 
and Housing Rob Flack, and Member of Provincial Parliament, Tyler Allsop; and 

mailto:clerks@pecounty.on.ca%20%20|%20%20www.thecounty.ca


 

From the Office of the Clerk 

The Corporation of the County of Prince Edward 

T: 613.476.2148 x 1021 | F: 613.476.5727 

clerks@pecounty.on.ca  |  www.thecounty.ca 

 

THAT this resolution be forwarded to all 444 Municipalities in Ontario, the Federation of 
Canadian Municipalities (FCM), and the Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO) for 
their endorsement and advocacy. 

Yours truly, 

 

Catalina Blumenberg, CLERK 

cc: Mayor Steve Ferguson, Councillor MacNaughton, Councillor Branderhorst 

mailto:clerks@pecounty.on.ca%20%20|%20%20www.thecounty.ca


 

From the Office of the Clerk 

The Corporation of the County of Prince Edward 

T: 613.476.2148 x 1021 | F: 613.476.5727 

clerks@pecounty.on.ca  |  www.thecounty.ca 

 

May 29, 2026 

Please be advised that during the regular Council meeting of May 26, 2026 the following 
resolution seeking support for sustainable funding for Public Health Units was carried. 

RESOLUTION NO. 2026-244 

DATE:        May 26, 2026 

MOVED BY:  Councillor Roberts 
 
SECONDED BY:  Councillor Nieman 

WHEREAS Ontario public health units and agencies provide a vital service to 

Ontarians that keeps people healthy, out of hospitals and out of the acute care 

system;  

WHEREAS rural-urban equity in Ontario’s public healthcare delivery is essential for 

a thriving provincial economy that keeps people at work and contributing; 

WHEREAS Ontario’s public health units & agencies sector has received a mere 1% 

in its annual budget increase from Queen’s Park since 2018, a sum significantly 

below inflation and real-world cost increases; 

WHEREAS public health faces steadily increasing demands, such as a 231% 

increase in respiratory outbreaks supported in Ontario's long-term care homes, 

hospitals, and retirement homes since 2018, as well as a 637% increase in Infection 

Prevention & Control complaints follow-ups; 

WHEREAS according to the Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO), 

municipalities across Ontario spend close to $4 billion on health despite receiving 

less than $2 billion in provincial grants, and Canada’s Constitution Act 1867 clearly 

asserts provincial responsibility for health;  

WHEREAS Ontario consistently ranks at the bottom for provincial health spending 

per capita, at $876 below the average of other provinces using 2022-2023 data; 

WHEREAS 60% of Ontario’s hospitals are overwhelmed and in dire operating 

deficits, yet the Canadian Public Health Association asserts that investment in 

Ontario public health’s preventative and health promotion initiatives delivers a 4:1 

return on investment, for example, for every dollar spent on upstream public health 

vaccine immunization of children, $16 in downstream hospital and primary health 

care costs are saved; 

mailto:clerks@pecounty.on.ca%20%20|%20%20www.thecounty.ca


 

From the Office of the Clerk 

The Corporation of the County of Prince Edward 

T: 613.476.2148 x 1021 | F: 613.476.5727 

clerks@pecounty.on.ca  |  www.thecounty.ca 

 

WHEREAS municipalities are being asked to shoulder an escalating percentage of 

public health unit costs while also asked to solve complex social determinates of 

health such as rural homelessness and food insecurity but with limited revenue 

tools;  

WHEREAS the province and federal governments continue to collect significant 

revenue from local/municipal property transactions through the Land Transfer Tax 

and Goods & Services Tax; 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT The Council of the Corporation of the 

County of Prince Edward requests:  

1. THAT the Provincial Government redistribute a portion of the Land Transfer 

Tax to municipalities to address public health funding gaps and the rising % 

share of municipal contributions to public health units;  

2. THAT when the province announces its new Ontario Public Health Standards, 

it also commits to minimum annual funding increases tied to Ontario’s 

consumer price inflation, currently holding at 2.4%; 

3. THAT this resolution be forwarded to Prime Minister Mark Carney, Premier 

Doug Ford, the Ontario Minister of Finance, the Minister of Municipal Affairs 

and Housing, Bay of Quinte Member of Parliament, Chris Malette, and 

Member of Provincial Parliament, Tyler Allsop; and 

4. THAT this resolution be forwarded to all 444 Municipalities in Ontario, the 
Federation of Canadian Municipalities (FCM), and the Association of 
Municipalities of Ontario (AMO) Rural Ontario Municipal Association (ROMA) 
and the Eastern Ontario Wardens' Caucus (EOWC) for their endorsement 
and advocacy. 

Yours truly, 

 

Catalina Blumenberg, CLERK 

cc: Mayor Steve Ferguson, Councillor Roberts, Councillor Nieman 

mailto:clerks@pecounty.on.ca%20%20|%20%20www.thecounty.ca


The  Corporation  of the Municipality  of Red Lake

COUNCIL  RESOLUTION

MOVED  BY:

SECONDED  BY: c

xo/p'7-:e

DATE:  May  I9'h,  2026

WHEREAS  Ontario  municipalities  are required  to maintain  a police  service  or detachment

board;  and

WHEREAS  policing  is a provincially  legislated  responsibility,  yet municipalities  are

bearing  the  brunt  of rising  costs  to implement  provincial  mandates;  and

WHEREAS  the  Association  of  Municipalities  of  Ontario  (AMO)  has  asserted  that  the  fiscal

framework  that  enables  municipalities  to provide  critical  policing  and public  safety

services  is broken,  and  AMO  requests  an urgent  update  to the  provincial-municipal  fiscal

relationship;  and

WHEREAS  double-digit  increases  in municipal  annual  Ontario  Provincial  Police  (OPP)

budgets  are  unsustainable,  especially  as  Ontario  municipal  police  services  tackle

provincial  responsibilities,  including  mental  health,  addictions,  and  homelessness,  which

place  police  resources  under  enormous  financial  strain;  and

WHEREAS  municipalities  across  Ontario  are experiencing  increased  police  operating

and capital  costs  directly  attributable  to new compliance  and operational  standards

required  under  the  Community  Safety  and Policing  Act,  2019  (the  Act);  and;  and

WHEREAS  the  costs  of  other  measures,  such  as providing  provincial  court  security,  are

rising  and  are not  part  of  providing  core,  adequate,  and effective  municipal  policing;  and

WHEREAS  these  developments  especially  negatively  impact  rural  municipalities;

NOW  THEREFORE  BE IT RESOLVED  THAT  the Council  of The  Corporation  of the

Municipality  of Red Lake  hereby  requests  that  the  Province  provide  financial  assistance

to municipalities  to offset  all additional  costs  directly  and  demonstrably  incurred  as a result

of  compliance  with  the  Act,  not  general  increases  to police  budgets;  and

FURTHER  THAT  Council  urges  the Province  of Ontario  to expeditiously  review  and

reform  its current  police  grant  programs  to ensure  a more  equitable  distribution  of  funding

to municipalities,  so that  communities  with  changing  populations  and  expanding  service

demands  receive  fair  and  sustainable  provincial  support;  and



THAT  this resolution  be forwarded  to the Premier  of Ontario,  the Solicitor-General  of

Ontario,  the Minister  of Municipal  Affairs  and Housing  (MMAH),  the Association  of

Municipalities  of  Ontario  (AMO),  the Rural  Ontario  Municipal  Association  (ROMA),  Police
Governance  Ontario  (PGO),  and all Ontario  municipalities  for  their  endorsement.

CARRIED  j L  DEFEATED ___
Declaration

of Interest

(")

NAME OF COUNCIL MEMBER YEAS NAYS
v

;>
BADIUK,  Warren %.

')GEARY,  Debra
/

HAGER,  Janet .';.j (,;iU(,Lq
KRISTOFF,  lamie

MOTA,  Fred

'  General Nature Thereofy



 

 

106 Earl Thompson Road, 3rd Floor 

PO Box 1060 

Ayr, ON  N0B 1E0 

 
June 1, 2026 
 
Sent via Email: Minister of Citizenship and Multiculturalism, the Minister of Municipal Affairs and 
Housing, the local Member of Provincial Parliament, the Association of Municipalities of Ontario, 
the Ontario Municipal Heritage Committee Association, and all Ontario municipalities 
 
RE: Resolution – Request to the Province of Ontario to Extend the Deadline for Notices of 
Intention to Designate Listed Heritage Properties 
 
Please be advised, at the Council Meeting held on May 25, 2026 the Township of North 
Dumfries Council considered the enclosed resolution received from the Township of Woolwich 
regarding a Request to the Province of Ontario to Extend the Deadline for Notices of Intention to 
Designate Listed Heritage Properties and adopted the following resolution:  
 

“THAT the Resolution received from the Township of Woolwich regarding a Request to 
the Province of Ontario to Extend the Deadline for Notices of Intention to Designate 
Listed Heritage Properties be received;  
 
WHEREAS amendments to the Ontario Heritage Act under the More Homes Built Faster 
Act, 2022 introduced timelines requiring municipalities to issue Notices of Intention to 
Designate for properties listed on municipal heritage registers as of December 31, 2022, 
originally requiring action by January 1, 2025; and 
 
WHEREAS the Province subsequently amended the legislation through the 
Homeowner Protection Act, 2024 to extend the deadline to January 1, 2027 in response 
to concerns raised by municipalities and heritage stakeholders; and 
 
WHEREAS municipalities require sufficient time and resources to undertake research, 
documentation, consultation, and evaluation to determine whether listed properties 
warrant designation under the Ontario Heritage Act; and 
 
WHEREAS the removal of listed properties from municipal heritage registers if the 
prescribed timelines are not met may place cultural heritage resources at increased risk 
of demolition or irreversible alteration before municipalities have the opportunity to 
properly evaluate their cultural heritage value or interest; and 
 
WHEREAS many municipalities, including the Township of North Dumfries do not have 
dedicated heritage planning staff and must rely on volunteer Heritage Advisory 
Committee members or external heritage consultants to undertake property evaluations, 
which can result in additional financial and administrative pressures; and 
 



WHEREAS municipalities across Ontario are facing significant workloads associated with 
evaluating listed properties; and 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT: 
 

1. The Council of the Township of North Dumfries endorse the recommendation 
of its Heritage Advisory Committee and respectfully request that the Province 
of Ontario further amend the Ontario Heritage Act to extend the January 1, 
2027 deadline for issuing Notices of Intention to Designate for properties listed 
on municipal heritage registers as of December 31, 2022; and 

 
2. The Province consider extending the deadline to January 1, 2030, or another 

reasonable timeframe that would provide municipalities with adequate time to 
complete heritage evaluations and make informed designation decisions; and 

 
3. This resolution be circulated to the Minister of Citizenship and Multiculturalism, 

the Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing, the local Member of Provincial 
Parliament, the Association of Municipalities of Ontario, the Ontario Municipal 
Heritage Committee Association, and all Ontario municipalities for their 
information and consideration.” 

 
Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions, or concerns. 
 
 
Sincerely,  
 

 
Ashley Good, Clerk  
Township of North Dumfries  
519-632-8800 ext. 122 
agood@northdumfries.ca  
 
encl. 

mailto:agood@northdumfries.ca


 

Document Number: 131669 

THE TOWNSHIP OF  

WOOLWICH 
 
BOX 158, 24 CHURCH ST. W. 
ELMIRA, ONTARIO N3B 2Z6 
TEL. 519-669-1647 / 1-877-969-0094 
COUNCIL/CAO/CLERKS FAX 519-669-1820 
FINANCE/RECREATION/FACILITIES FAX 519-669-9348 

 

April 28, 2026 
 
 
 
Minister of Citizenship and Multiculturalism  
Legislative Building 
Toronto, Ontario 
M7A 2E7 
 
 
 
 
 
RE: Resolution Passed by Woolwich Township Council – Request to the Province of Ontario 
to Extend the Deadline for Notices of Intention to Designate Listed Heritage Properties 
 
This letter is to inform you that the Council of the Township of Woolwich passed the following 
resolution at their meeting held on April 28, 2026: 
 

That the Council of the Township of Woolwich, considering a resolution passed by the 
Town of Lincoln regarding extending the deadlines for notices of intention to designate 
listed heritage properties, endorse the resolution: 

WHEREAS amendments to the Ontario Heritage Act under the More Homes 
Built Faster Act, 2022 introduced timelines requiring municipalities to issue 
Notices of Intention to Designate for properties listed on municipal heritage 
registers as of December 31, 2022, originally requiring action by January 1, 
2025; and 
WHEREAS the Province subsequently amended the legislation through the 
Homeowner Protection Act, 2024 to extend the deadline to January 1, 2027 in 
response to concerns raised by municipalities and heritage stakeholders; and 
WHEREAS municipalities require sufficient time and resources to undertake 
research, documentation, consultation, and evaluation to determine whether 
listed properties warrant designation under the Ontario Heritage Act; and 
WHEREAS the removal of listed properties from municipal heritage registers if 
the prescribed timelines are not met may place cultural heritage resources at 
increased risk of demolition or irreversible alteration before municipalities have 
the opportunity to properly evaluate their cultural heritage value or interest; and 
WHEREAS many municipalities, including the Town of Lincoln, do not have 
dedicated heritage planning staff and must rely on volunteer Heritage Advisory 
Committee members or external heritage consultants to undertake property 
evaluations, which can result in additional financial and administrative pressures; 
and 
WHEREAS municipalities across Ontario are facing significant workloads 
associated with evaluating listed properties; and 
WHEREAS the Town of Lincoln Heritage Advisory Committee, at its meeting of 
March 12, 2026, recommended that Council advocate to the Province of Ontario 
for a further extension to the current deadline; 
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Document Number: 131789 
“Proudly remembering our past; Confidently embracing our future.” 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT: 
1. The Council of the Town of Lincoln endorse the recommendation of its 

Heritage Advisory Committee and respectfully request that the Province 
of Ontario further amend the Ontario Heritage Act to extend the January 
1, 2027 deadline for issuing Notices of Intention to Designate for 
properties listed on municipal heritage registers as of December 31, 
2022; and 

2. The Province consider extending the deadline to January 1, 2030, or 
another reasonable timeframe that would provide municipalities with 
adequate time to complete heritage evaluations and make informed 
designation decisions; and 

3. This resolution be circulated to the Minister of Citizenship and 
Multiculturalism, the Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing, the local 
Member of Provincial Parliament, the Association of Municipalities of 
Ontario, the Ontario Municipal Heritage Committee Association, and all 
Ontario municipalities for their information and consideration. 

 
Should you have any questions, please contact Julia Wushke, by email at jwushke@woolwich.ca or 
by phone at 519-669-6004. 
 

 
 
Yours truly, 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Jeff Smith 
Municipal Clerk 
Corporate Services 
Township of Woolwich 
 
 
 

C.c. Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing  
Mike Harris, MPP 
Association of Municipalities of Ontario 
Ontario Municipal Heritage Committee Association 
all Ontario municipalities 
 

 
 



234-2026-1746 
June 1, 2026 
 
On May 25, 2026, our government introduced the proposed Protecting Ontario’s Streets 
and Communities Act, 2026  (Bill 119). Through this legislation, we are proposing new 
tools to address zoning by-law contraventions which respond to recommendations and 
requests from municipal leaders. The proposed Planning Act changes, if passed, would 
enable municipalities to use an administrative monetary penalty (AMP) system for 
zoning by-law contraventions which relate to land uses that are not permitted.   
 
We are interested in receiving your comments on these proposed changes. Comments 
can be made through the Environmental Registry of Ontario Posting 026-0558 
Proposed Planning Act Changes (Schedule 7 of Bill 119 - Protecting Ontario’s Streets 
and Communities Act, 2026 ) from May 26, 2026, to June 25, 2026.  The government 
invites you to review the Environmental Registry of Ontario and Regulatory Registry of 
Ontario links provided above and share any feedback you may have. 

 
If you have any questions, please reach out to my Director of Stakeholder Relations, 
Caucus Affairs and Public Appointments, Tanner Zelenko at 
tanner.zelenko@ontario.ca.  
 
I look forward to continued collaboration with you to address these and other important 
issues facing our communities. 
 
Sincerely,  
 

 
 
Hon. Robert J. Flack 
Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing 
c. The Honourable Graydon Smith, Associate Minister of Municipal Affairs and      

  Housing 
 Robert Dodd, Chief of Staff Minister’s Office 

Matthew Rae, Parliamentary Assistant, Municipal Affairs and Housing 
Laura Smith, Parliamentary Assistant, Municipal Affairs and Housing 
Brian Saunderson, Parliamentary Assistant, Municipal Affairs and Housing 
Martha Greenberg, Deputy Minister, Municipal Affairs and Housing 
David McLean, Assistant Deputy Minister, Municipal Affairs and Housing 
Laurie Miller, Assistant Deputy Minister, Municipal Affairs and Housing 
Sean Fraser, Assistant Deputy Minister, Municipal Affairs and Housing 
Municipal Chief Administrative Officers 

Ministry of  
Municipal Affairs 
and Housing   
 
Office of the Minister 
 
777 Bay Street, 17th Floor  
Toronto ON  M7A 2J3  
Tel.: 416 585-7000   
  
  

Ministère des 
Affaires municipales  
et du Logement   
 
Bureau du ministre 
 
777, rue Bay, 17e étage 
Toronto (Ontario)  M7A 2J3 
Tél. : 416 585-7000 

 

https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/bills/parliament-44/session-1/bill-119
https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/bills/parliament-44/session-1/bill-119
https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/026-0558
https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/026-0558
https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/026-0558
mailto:tanner.zelenko@ontario.ca










   
 

Village of Merrickville Wolford 
317 Brock Street W PO Box 340 

Merrickville, ON K0G 1N0 
T: 613-269-4791 

W: Merrickville-wolford.ca  
 
 

May 26, 2026 
 
 
Re: OPP Detachment Board Resolution of Support - Traffic Calming & Speeding 
Mitigation Techniques 
 
Please be advised that the Council of the Corporation of the Village of Merrickville-
Wolford, at its Regular Meeting on May 25, 2026, passed the following motion 
pertaining to the OPP Detachment Board Resolution of Support - Traffic Calming & 
Speeding Mitigation Techniques: 
 
Resolution #: R-24-05-25-26 
Moved by: Councillor Maitland 
Seconded by: Councillor Ireland 
 
THAT the Council of the Corporation of the Village of Merrickville-Wolford receive for 
information the resolution from the Municipality of North Grenville, Merrickville-Wolford 
Village OPP Detachment Board dated May 7, 2026 regarding traffic calming and 
speeding mitigation techniques; 
 
AND THAT Council endorse and support the resolution from the OPP Detachment 
Board and direct staff to circulate the resolution of support to Premier Doug Ford, the 
Minister of Transportation, the Minister of Finance, MPP Steve Clark, AMO, ROMA, all 
Ontario Police Service Boards, and all 444 Municipalities in Ontario.  
 
Carried. 
 
 
If you have any questions regarding the above resolution, please do not hesitate to 
contact me by email at clerk@merrickville-wolford.ca.  
 
Thank you. 
 
 
 
Julia McCaugherty-Jansman 
Clerk 

mailto:clerk@merrickville-wolford.ca


   
 

 
 

May 7, 2026 
 
 
Traffic Calming/Speeding Mitigation Techniques 
 
The North Grenville, Merrickville-Wolford Village OPP Detachment Board, at its Meeting on May 
7, 2026, passed the following motion with the request for municipal support: 
 
Moved by: Ian Fraser 
Seconded by: Jim Goodman 
 
WHEREAS history demonstrates that speeding and public safety 
concerns are increasing across Ontario; 
 
WHEREAS the Provincial government has shown interest and allocated 
financial resources to certain municipalities to implement alternative 
measures to photo radar, reaffirming its ongoing commitment to 
addressing public safety issues; 
 
WHEREAS this commitment currently applies only to municipalities 
utilizing photo radar as a deterrent; 
 
AND WHEREAS such funding support would assist municipalities with 
limited financial resources in protecting their citizens - especially seniors 
and school-aged children. 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Grenville 1 OPP Detachment Board respectfully 
request North Grenville and Merrickville-Wolford Councils advocate that the province expand its 
stated interest and financial commitment to include all municipalities in Ontario, adopting a 
province-wide approach to public safety and thereby ensuring the well-being of all Ontarians; 
 
AND THAT this resolution be sent to the following: 
Premier Doug Ford 
Minister of Transportation 
Minister of Finance 
MPP Steve Clark 
AMO 
ROMA 
All Ontario Police Service Boards 
And all 444 Municipalities in Ontario 
Carried. 



 

Municipality of North Grenville 
285 County Road 44, Box 130, Kemptville, ON  K0G 1J0 

T (613) 258-9569    F (613) 258-9620   general@northgrenville.on.ca  

 
 
 
 
May, 27, 2026 
 
Re: OPP Detachment Board Resolution of Support - Traffic Calming and Speeding 
Mitigation Techniques 
 
Please be advised that the Council of the Municipality of North Grenville, at its Regular 
Meeting on May 26, 2026, passed the following motion pertaining to the OPP 
Detachment Board Resolution of Support - Traffic Calming and Speeding Mitigation 
Techniques: 
 
Resolution #: C-2026-215 
Moved By: Deputy Mayor John Barclay 
Seconded by: Councillor Deb Wilson 
 
THAT Council accept the OPP Board Resolution - Traffic Calming/Speeding Mitigation 
Techniques as information as submitted and circulated.  
FURTHER THAT Council consider the request to support the OPP Board resolution as 
attached. 
 
Carried. 
 
If you have any questions regarding the above resolution, please do not hesitate to 
contact me by e-mail at clerk@northgrenville.on.ca. 
 
Thank you, 
 
 
 
Lindsey Lee 
Municipal Clerk 

mailto:clerk@northgrenville.on.ca


   
 

 
 

May 7, 2026 
 
 
Traffic Calming/Speeding Mitigation Techniques 
 
The North Grenville, Merrickville-Wolford Village OPP Detachment Board, at its Meeting on May 
7, 2026, passed the following motion with the request for municipal support: 
 
Moved by: Ian Fraser 
Seconded by: Jim Goodman 
 
WHEREAS history demonstrates that speeding and public safety 
concerns are increasing across Ontario; 
 
WHEREAS the Provincial government has shown interest and allocated 
financial resources to certain municipalities to implement alternative 
measures to photo radar, reaffirming its ongoing commitment to 
addressing public safety issues; 
 
WHEREAS this commitment currently applies only to municipalities 
utilizing photo radar as a deterrent; 
 
AND WHEREAS such funding support would assist municipalities with 
limited financial resources in protecting their citizens - especially seniors 
and school-aged children. 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Grenville 1 OPP Detachment Board respectfully 
request North Grenville and Merrickville-Wolford Councils advocate that the province expand its 
stated interest and financial commitment to include all municipalities in Ontario, adopting a 
province-wide approach to public safety and thereby ensuring the well-being of all Ontarians; 
 
AND THAT this resolution be sent to the following: 
Premier Doug Ford 
Minister of Transportation 
Minister of Finance 
MPP Steve Clark 
AMO 
ROMA 
All Ontario Police Service Boards 
And all 444 Municipalities in Ontario 
Carried. 



Box 608, Little Current, P0P 1K0
705-368-3500

June 3, 2026

Please see attaced a motion passed unanimously by our Council regarding the need of our health care
system.

Resolution No. 133-06-2026
Moved by: D. Orr
Seconded by: G. Williamson

Whereas the Canadian Center for Policy Alternatives (CCPA) has conducted research which unequivocally
identifies that Ontario Hospitals are underfunded by the Government of Ontario;

And Whereas the CCPA study, Failure by Design, clearly identifies that smaller and rural hospitals are
disproportionately disadvantaged by the underfunding;

And Whereas as a direct result of the underfunding Emergency Department wait times for an initial physician
assessment have increased to 4.5 hours in 2024 – 2025 from 2.7 hours in 2020 – 2021;

And Whereas 90 percent of patients spend on average 44 hours in the emergency department waiting to be admitted
when further care is required;

And Whereas the Provincial Government increased total health care spending from 7.4 percent of GDP in 2014 to
only 7.6 percent of GDP by 2023, which did not keep pace with raising health care costs:

Therefore be it resolved that the Council for the Town of Northeastern Manitoulin and the Islands request that the
Province of Ontario provide immediate and sustained funding to improve hospital finances and capacity, which as
per the recommendations in the CCPA study, would require an immediate injection of $3.2 billion supported by
annual increases of 6% per year thereafter.

Carried

We would appreciate your support by forwarding your supporting motion on to the Provincial Government.

Thank you







BRUCE MINES 

The Corporation of the Town of Bruce Mines 

PO Box220 
9126 Hwy. 17 East 
Bruce Mines ON POR 1 CO 

MAYOR: LORY PATTERI 

MUNICIPAL CLERK: JUDY DAVIS 

May 14, 2026 

Sent by email: Doug.fordco@pc.ola.org 

The Honourable Doug Ford 
Premier of Ontario 
Legislative Building, Queen's Park 
Toronto, ON M7A lAl  

Dear Honourable Doug Ford, 

Re: Bill 97, Plan to Protect Ontario Act (Budget Measures), 2026 - Schedule 7 

Phone: (705)785-3493 
Fax: (705)785-3170 
Email: lnfo@brucemlnes.ca 
www.brucemines.ca 

At its Regular Meeting held on May 4, 2026, the Council of the Town of Bruce Mines reviewed 
the changes introduced through Schedule 7 of Bill 97, which amends the Freedom of Information 
and Protection of Privacy Act (FIPP A). 

At that meeting, Council adopted a resolution expressing concern regarding these amendments 
and their impact on transparency and public access to information. 

Enclosed is a copy of the resolution supported by Bruce Mines Council. 

Sincerely, 

� 

Tarra Lapensee 
Deputy Clerk 
info@brucemines.ca 
705-785-3493

cc: 

The Honourable Doug Downey, Attorney General of Ontario 
The Honourourable Bill Rosenberg, Member of Provincial Parliament 
Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO) 
Federation of Northern Ontario Municipalities (FON OM) 
Information and Privacy Commissioner of Ontario, Patricia Kosseim 
All Ontario Municipalities 

1 

Item 4b 



WHEREAS THE FREEDOM OF INFORMATION AND PROTECTION OF PRIVACY ACT (FIPPA) 
RECEIVED ROYAL ASSENT IN 1987, COMING INTO FORCE ON JANUARY 1, 1988; AND 

WHEREAS THE MUNICIPAL FREEDOM OF INFORMATION AND PROTECTION OF PRIVACY ACT 

(MFIPPA) RECEIVED ROYAL ASSENT IN 1990, COMING INTO FORCE ON JANUARY 1, 1991; AND 

WHEREAS BOTH ACTS PROVIDE THE PUBLIC WITH A LEGAL RIGHT OF ACCESS TO 
GOVERNMENT-HELD INFORMATION, REFLECTING THE PRINCIPLE THAT SUCH 

INFORMATION BELONGS TO THE PUBLIC UNLESS THERE IS A VALID REASON TO WITHHOLD 

IT; AND 

WHEREAS THE INFORMATION AND PRIVACY COMMISSIONER OF ONT ARIO HAS REINFORCED 

THAT ACCESS TO INFORMATION IS "ESSENTIAL TO THE HEALTHY FUNCTIONING OF A 

DEMOCRATIC SOCIETY" AND TO TRANSPARENT GOVERNANCE; AND 

WHEREAS BILL 97 (2026): PLAN TO PROTECT ONTARIO ACT (BUDGET MEASURES) RECEIVED 

ROY AL ASSENT ON APRIL 24, 2026, INTRODUCING SIGNIFICANT CHANGES TO FREEDOM OF 

INFORMATION RULES, INCLUDING NEW EXEMPTIONS FOR MINISTERS' OFFICES; AND 

WHEREAS RECORDS HELD BY THE PREMIER, CABINET MINISTERS, PARLIAMENTARY 

ASSISTANTS, AND THEIR OFFICES ARE NO LONGER SUBJECT TO FREEDOM OF INFORMATION 

REQUESTS AND ARE NO LONGER CONSIDERED FOi-ELIGIBLE RECORDS; AND 

WHEREAS COUNCIL IS OF THE OPINION THAT THE PASSAGE OF BILL 97 REPRESENTS A STEP 

BACKWARD FROM LONG-ST ANDING PROVINCIAL COMMITMENTS TO OPENNESS, 

TRANSPARENCY, AND ACCOUNTABILITY; 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT THE COUNCIL OF THE CORPORATION OF THE TOWN OF 

BRUCE MINES FORMALLY EXPRESSES ITS CONCERN WITH THE PASSAGE OF BILL 97 (2026) 
AND FINDS THAT IT CONSTITUTES A REGRESSION FROM ESTABLISHED PRINCIPLES OF 

TRANSPARENT GOVERNANCE; AND 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT COUNCIL URGES THE GOVERNMENT OF ONTARIO TO 

REPEAL THIS PROVISION OF THE LEGISLATION; AND 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT A COPY OF THIS RESOLUTION BE FORWARDED TO THE 

PREMIER OF ONTARIO, DOUG FORD; THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF ONTARIO, DOUG DOWNEY; 
THE MEMBER OF PROVINCIAL PARLIAMENT, BILL ROSENBERG; THE ASSOCIATION OF 

MUNICIPALITIES OF ONT ARIO (AMO); THE FEDERATION OF NORTHERN ONT ARIO 

MUNICIPALITIES (FONOM); AND THE INFORMATION AND PRIVACY COMMISSIONER OF 

ONTARIO, PATRICIA KOSSEIM, AND THAT IT BE CIRCULATED TO ALL MUNICIPALITIES IN 

ONTARIO. 
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Township of Southgate   Phone: 519-923-2110 
Administration Office Toll Free: 1-888-560-6607 
185667 Grey County Road 9, RR 1    Fax: 519-923-9262 
Dundalk, ON N0C 1B0  Web: www.southgate.ca 
 

June 4, 2026  
  
 
Re: Support for the Municipality of Wawa – Opposing Proposed Changes to 
the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act 
 
Please be advised that at the June 3, 2026, regular Council meeting, the Council of the 
Corporation of the Township of Southgate approved the following:  

No. 2026-226 
Moved By Deputy Mayor Dobreen 
Seconded By Councillor Shipston 
 

Be it resolved that the Township of Southgate receive correspondence from the 
Municipality of Wawa and the Township of Stone Mills re: Proposed Changes to the 
Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act (FIPPA); and 
 
That Southgate Council oppose the proposed changes to FIPPA; and  
1. call on the Province to ensure records related to government business remain 
accessible to the public; and  
2. urge the Province to consult with the Information and Privacy Commissioner of 
Ontario and the public before proceeding; and  
 
Further, that this resolution and supporting documentation be circulated to Premier 
Doug Ford, the appropriate Minister, all MPPs and Ontario municipalities. 
 
If you have any questions, please contact our office at (519) 923-2110.  

 

Sincerely,  
 
 
Lindsey Green, Clerk 
Township of Southgate 
 
Encl: Municipality of Wawa – Opposing Proposed Changes to the Freedom of 
Information and Protection of Privacy Act  
 
CC: 
Honourable Doug Ford, Premier of Ontario 
All MPP’s 
All Ontario Municipalities 

http://www.southgate.ca/


The Corporation of the Municipality of Wawa

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING

RESOLUTION

Tuesday, May 19, 2026

Resolution # RC26106 Meeting Order: 6
Moved by: Seconded by:

62’)” I

WHEREAS the Township of Stone Mills passed Resolution No. 30-706-2026 opposing
proposed changes to the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act (FIPPA)
that would exclude records of the Premier, Cabinet Ministers, and their staff from public
access requests;

AND WHEREAS the Township of Stone Mills has expressed concerns that the proposed
amendments may reduce transparency and accountability in government;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Council of The Corporation of the
Municipality of Wawa hereby supports Resolution No. 30-706-2026 passed by the
Township of Stone Mills regarding the proposed changes to the Freedom of Information
and Protection of Privacy Act (FIPPA);

AND FURTHER THAT a copy of this resolution be forwarded to the Township of Stone
Mills, Premier Doug Ford, the appropriate Provincial Ministers, local Members of Provincial
Parliament, and Ontario municipalities.

RESOLUTION RESUL
D CARRIED MAYOR AND COUNCIL YES NO

U DEFEATED Mitch Hatfield
U TABLED Cathy Cannon

RECORDED VOTE (SEE RIGHT) Melanie Pilon

U PECUNIARY INTEREST DECLARED Jim Hoffmann
WITHDRAWN Joseph Opato

Disclosure of Pecuniary Interest and the general nature thereof.

U Disclosed the pecuniary interest and general name thereof and abstained from the discussion, vote and
influence.

Clerk:

*• IEWL

7%htidL
This doqAent is available in alternate formats.





From the Office of the Clerk 

The Corporation of the County of Prince Edward 

T: 613.476.2148 x 1021 | F: 613.476.5727 

clerks@pecounty.on.ca  |  www.thecounty.ca 

May 18, 2026 

Please be advised that during the regular Council meeting of May 12, 2026 the following 
resolution regarding reinstating the requirements for compliance with the Freedom of 
Information and Protection of Privacy Act was carried. 

RESOLUTION NO. 2026-208 

DATE:     May 12, 2026 

MOVED BY:  Councillor MacNaughton 

SECONDED BY:  Councillor Branderhorst 

WHEREAS all residents of Ontario have the right to fair, open and democratic government; 
and, 

WHEREAS all elected representatives, municipal and provincial alike, in Ontario have a 
duty to faithfully execute the powers and trust placed in them and willingly swear an oath to 
this effect and are subject to fair public scrutiny; and, 

WHEREAS the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act (FIPPA) and the 
Municipal Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act (MFIPPA) are essential 
tools to protect Ontarians against privacy breaches, and abuses of power; and, 

WHEREAS the Province of Ontario enacted Bill 97, the Plan to Protect Ontario Act (Budget 
Measures), 2026, which received Royal Assent on April 24, 2026, and introduced significant 
amendments to both FIPPA and MFIPPA to alter statutory timelines and privacy governance 
frameworks; 

WHEREAS the amendments introduced via Bill 97 have created a jurisdictional imbalance 
by excluding records held by provincial Ministers, their offices, and staff from the application 
of FIPPA, while maintaining the statutory responsibilities and administrative burdens for 
municipal elected officials and staff under MFIPPA, thereby establishing higher standards 
for transparency and personal record accountability for municipal governments; 

WHEREAS excluding members of the highest offices and their staff from reasonable public 
access requests and records retention creates security concerns, reinforces the appearance 
of self-dealing and is contrary to the public interest, 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT Prince Edward County Council call on the Province 
to reinstate requirements for compliance with FIPPA to ensure that the Premier, Ministers, 
and their staff are subject to proper and fair public scrutiny like all other elected 
representatives in Ontario; and 

Item  4d 
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From the Office of the Clerk 

The Corporation of the County of Prince Edward 

T: 613.476.2148 x 1021 | F: 613.476.5727 

clerks@pecounty.on.ca  |  www.thecounty.ca 

 

THAT the Government of Ontario implement recommendations of the Information and 
Privacy Commissioner of Ontario to increase and ensure proper security, record keeping 
and democratic accountability; and 

THAT this resolution be circulated to Premier Doug Ford, Minister of Finance Bethlenfalvy, 
Bay of Quinte MPP Tyler Allsopp, the Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO), the 
Federation of Canadian Municipalities (FCM) and the 444 municipalities of Ontario. 

CARRIED 

Yours truly, 

 

Catalina Blumenberg, CLERK 

cc: Mayor Steve Ferguson, Councillor MacNaughton, Councillor Branderhorst 

mailto:clerks@pecounty.on.ca%20%20|%20%20www.thecounty.ca


  
Municipality of Chatham-Kent 

Chief Administrative Office  
Municipal Governance  

315 King Street West, P.O. Box 640 Chatham ON 
N7M 5KB  

 
 
 
June 1, 2026  
 
 
The Honourable Doug Ford  
Premier of Ontario  
Via Email: premier@ontario.ca 
 
Re:  Changes to Ontario’s Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act 
 
Please be advised the Council of the Municipality of Chatham-Kent, at its regular 
meeting held on May 25, 2026 supported the attached resolution from the Town of 
Bruce Mines (Appendix A) and the County of Prince Edward (Appendix B) regarding the 
above noted matter.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
Judy Shantz, CMO 
Director Municipal Governance/Clerk 
 
 
C 
 
Attorney General 
Information and Privacy Commissioner of Ontario   
Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO),  
Federation of Canadian Municipalities (FCM)  
Local MPPs 
Ontario Municipalities  
 

Judy Shantz
Digitally signed by 
Judy Shantz 
Date: 2026.06.02 
11:08:05 -04'00'

mailto:premier@ontario.ca


NEWS RELEASE 
For immediate release:   Wednesday, June 3 

New Beach Sign Aims to Prevent Health Risks, Replace Routine Monitoring 

NORTH BAY, ON – Residents and visitors to the Nipissing and Parry Sound districts can expect to 
see new signage at public beaches this summer to help them make an informed decision before 
entering the water. After an internal assessment, the North Bay Parry Sound District Health 
Unit (Health Unit) has shifted away from monthly beach water sampling of E. coli bacteria to 
communicating risk and protection factors on signage at public beaches.   

"Water sampling provides a snapshot of bacteria levels at a single point in time, and by the time 
results are available several days later, the water conditions have changed,” says Brent Allen, 
Acting Manager of the Health Unit’s Environmental Health program. Allen explains that bacteria 
levels in beach water can change quickly due to factors such as heavy rainfall, strong winds, 
wave action, or droppings from ducks, geese and other birds. “The new signage provides 
guidance when and where people need it most, which we couldn’t offer with monthly 
sampling.” 

Allen emphasizes that the overall health risk of swimming at a public beach in the Health Unit 
region is low and can be reduced even further when people take precautions before, during 
and after entering the water. 

The new signs recommend beachgoers check the water for physical hazards, avoid getting 
beach water in the mouth, dry the body well with a towel after exiting the water, and wash or 
sanitize hands before eating.   

There are approximately 60 public beaches across the Health Unit service area that meet the 
provincial definition of a public beach.   The Health Unit is working with municipalities to post 
the new signs at all public beaches. 

The Health Unit will continue to investigate public complaints and may collect water samples at 
public beaches when safety concerns are reported. In addition, communicating information on 
harmful blue-green algal blooms will continue. 



Anyone with safety concerns pertaining to the water quality of a public beach is encouraged to 
contact the Health Unit’s Environmental Health program at 1-800-563-2808 Ext. 5400.   

For more information, visit myhealthunit.ca/beaches. 

– 30 – 

Quick Facts 

 The overall risk of getting sick from swimming at local beaches is low. When people do 
get ill, it is usually mild and only lasts a couple of days. The most common illnesses are: 

o minor skin infections 
o respiratory infections 
o gastrointestinal illness 
o ear or eye infections 

 The risk of illness from a public beach is reduced if simple precautions are taken, such 
as: 

o not swallowing water while swimming 
o avoid swimming during or after heavy rainfall or high winds 
o avoid swimming when large numbers of birds are present 
o after swimming or playing in the sand, wash your hands before eating 
o avoid swimming with an open wound 



 E. coli is a germ that is commonly found in the feces of humans and animals. It is 
naturally found at beaches, and higher numbers of bacteria are often found in water 
where there is untreated sewage, there are lots of birds, where there is stagnant water, 
or when the water or the sediment at the bottom of the lake or rivers is stirred up due 
to heavy rainfall or high wind. 

 Individual samples are not an effective way to assess swimming safety. 

 Signs are posted at public beaches, which are beaches that are owned or operated by a 
municipality and officially designated as public beaches. 

 The Health Unit response to blue green algae at public beaches is not changing.   

Media Inquiries 

Kylie Wurdell, Public Relations Specialist 
P: 705-474-1400, ext.5221 or 1-800-563-2808 
E: communications@healthunit.ca 

https://communications@healthunit.ca
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Environmental Health Summer Beach 
Program 

Frequently Asked Questions 

1. What is changing about the beach monitoring program? 

Permanent signs will be posted at public beaches across the Health Unit district, in lieu of 
rou�ng water sampling, so all beachgoers can be aware of what steps they can take to reduce 
their risk of illness or injury.    

2. Why is routine water sampling being discontinued? 

Routine beach water sampling was not providing �mely or reliable informa�on for swimmers.   
Limita�ons included: 

 Lab results arrived too slowly to provide useful information for swimmers.   
 The water was only tested about 3 �mes each summer. This is not oLen enough to 

address quickly changing condi�ons. 
 The Health Unit district is large and contains many public beaches; limi�ng our ability to 

ensure all beaches were monitored. 

By pos�ng signs at every public beach, beachgoers get useful and easy-to-follow informa�on 
about beach safety each �me they visit a beach. 

3. Is swimming at local beaches safe? 

Yes. The overall risk of getting sick from swimming at local beaches is low. When people do get 
ill, it is usually mild and only lasts a couple of days. The most common illnesses are: 

 minor skin infections; 
 respiratory infections; 
 gastrointestinal illness; 
 ear or eye infections.   
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Evidence suggests that contact with sand, such as digging or getting sand in the mouth, is often 
a stronger predictor of illness than swimming in the water itself.   

4. How can I reduce my risk? 

The risk of illness from a public beach is reduced if simple precautions are taken, such as: 

 not swallowing water while swimming; 
 avoiding swimming during or after a heavy rainfall or high winds; 
 avoiding swimming when large numbers of birds are present; 
 after swimming or playing in the sand, wash your hands before eating; 
 avoid swimming with an open wound. 

5. Why use permanent beach signage instead of sampling results? 

Our rou�ne, in-person water sampling did not allow us to test beach water oLen enough to give 
the public reliable informa�on about the water quality.   A permanent sign at each public beach 
means you will receive in-the-moment useful info about the risks of using any public beach in 
our district, and what you can do to protect yourself.   

6.   What is E. coli (Escherichia coli)? 

E. coli is a germ that is commonly found in the feces of humans and animals. It is naturally found 
at beaches, and higher numbers of the bacteria are oLen found in water where there is 
untreated sewage, there are lots of birds, where there is stagnant water, or when the water or 
the sediment at the bo©om of the lake or rivers is s�rred up due to heavy rainfall or high wind. 

While beach water tes�ng looks only for E. coli, beaches can contain other bacteria, viruses, and 
other “germs” that may make people sick. 

7. What should people do if they are concerned about water quality? 

Contact us at 705-474-1400 ext. 5400 if you feel there are unusual condi�ons causing water 
quality concerns at your local public beach. We will continue to respond to complaints, conduct 
sampling and investigations as appropriate, and take public health action when needed.   
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8. I don’t see a sign at my local beach, are all beaches in the district 
meant to have a sign? 

Signs are posted at public beaches, which are beaches that are owned or operated by a 

municipality and officially designated as public beaches. 

Across the district, there are many lakes, shoreline areas or other public access points such as 

boat launches, where people have enjoyed swimming for many years. While these areas are 

open to the public, they are not always designated as public beaches and are not included in the 

beach signage program. 

In some cases, signs may be temporarily missing due to weather, damage, or vandalism. If you 

are unsure whether a loca�on is a designated public beach, or if you no�ce a missing sign, you 

can contact your municipality or the Health Unit for more informa�on. 

Wherever you choose to swim, it is always a good idea to follow general water safety �ps to 

help protect your health. 

9. What information will the new signs include? 

The signs highlight: 

 factors that increase risk (rain, wind, birds) 
 visual indicators (cloudy water, debris, algae) 
 steps to reduce your risk 

Signs are available in English and French. 
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10. How does this approach align with provincial standards? 

Pos�ng clear signage at every loca�on ensures the public receives �mely, accessible informa�on 

while keeping the program aligned with provincial standards. 

11. How does this change a¯ect municipalities? 

We will be providing municipalities with standardized signs to be posted at public beaches. We 
will continue to work with municipal partners to respond to concerns and inves�gate 
complaints.   

12. Will the Health Unit accept beach water samples collected by 

members of the public? 

No. We do not offer sampling of beach water collected by members of the public. Recrea�onal 

water sampling has a specific purpose and must be conducted using standardized methods, 
loca�ons, and �ming to support a public health assessment. 

Environmental factors such as rainfall, wind, and aqua�c bird ac�vity can cause bacterial levels 

to change quickly, meaning results from a single sample may no longer be relevant by the �me 

they are known. For this reason, individual samples are not an effec�ve way to assess swimming 

safety. 

13.   What about blue-green algae (cyanobacteria) at public beaches? 

The Health Unit response to blue-green algae at public beaches is not changing. The Ministry of 

the Environment, Conserva�on and Parks (MECP) will con�nue to be responsible for sampling 

related to blue-green algae. 

The Health Unit will con�nue to work with the MECP and advise the public when poten�ally 

harmful blue-green algae blooms are confirmed. When results suggest a poten�al health risk, 

the Health Unit will con�nue to take appropriate public health ac�ons, such as pos�ng on our 
Harmful Algae Blooms webpage and pos�ng signage at affected beaches to warn the public. 
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This approach remains separate from the recrea�onal beach water program and will con�nue as 

it has in previous years. 

14. When will these changes take e¯ect? 

Rou�ne sampling will not be done in 2026, and the Health Unit is working with municipalities to 
post the new signs.   

15. Where can people find more information? 

Information will be available at myhealthunit.ca/beaches, or by contacting a Public Health 
Inspector at the Health Unit with questions or concerns.   We can be reached at 705-474-1400 
ext. 5400 or through email at environmental.health@healthunit.ca 

https://environmental.health@healthunit.ca
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Commissioner Report 
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Office of the Integrity Commissioner’s Annual Report 

July 1 2025– June 1, 2026 

Commissioner’s Remarks 
 

This report covers the period from July 2025 to June 2026. 
 

Subsection 223.6(1) of the Municipal Act states that if the Integrity Commissioner 
provides a periodic report to the municipality on his or her activities, the Commissioner 
may summarize advice he or she has given but shall not disclose confidential information 
that could identify a person concerned. 

 
During the period covered by this Annual Report, I have received 1 Formal Complaint. At 
the writing of this Annual Report, the Formal Complaint Investigation Report is scheduled 
to be submitted the June 15, 2026 upcoming meeting of Council for consideration and 
decision on recommended sanctions. I set out below, the reporting of activities of the 
Office of the Integrity Commissioner in fulfilment of my statutory role. 

Code of Conduct General Inquiries: 
 

 

 From 
Members of 
Council 

From the 
Public 

From staff Total Inquiries 

 
2025-26 

 
2 

 
1 

 
1 

 
4 

 
Code of Conduct Complaints 

 

 July 1, 2025 – June 1, 2026 

Formal complaints 
- Disposition 

1 
Complaint allegations- sustained 

Total Code of Conduct 
Complaints 

1 
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Bill 9 and the Municipality Accountability Act, 2026 
 

With Bill 9, the Municipal Accountability Act, 2025,  the Province was proposing to 
strengthen accountability by creating mechanisms of enforcement to allow municipal 
councils the ability to remove members who commit egregious breaches of the Code of 
Conduct, as well as introducing enhanced duties for the Provincial Integrity Commissioner. 

 
The Bill passed third reading at Queen's Park on May 26, 2026 and is on its way to 
becoming law. The Bill: 

 
- seeks to expand the application of municipal policies related to municipal accountability 

regimes with respect to Codes of Conduct for Members of Council, to include the 
removal of a member in exceptional circumstances where there has been an egregious 
breach of those rules.  

- would enable the creation of a standard municipal code of conduct and code 
investigation process in a protocol,  with the intent of creating consistency across all 
Ontario municipalities.  

- would create a role for the Integrity Commissioner of Ontario, to provide oversight of 
municipal integrity commissioners, including providing training to municipal integrity 
commissioners and training to members of council.  

- proposes to establish a mechanism to permit the municipality to allow the Integrity 
Commissioner to recommend the removal and disqualification of members of council 
and certain local boards, for a period of four years for the most serious code of conduct 
violations. This mechanism would include Council’s receipt of a concurring report from 
the Integrity Commissioner of Ontario, and a unanimous vote of council on that report. 
If there is a unanimous vote, this would have Council decide to remove the Member 
from office and the Member would be ineligible for re-election (or to sit on a local 
board) in the municipality for a period of four years.  

 
    2026 Municipal Election: 
 

In accordance with the Seguin Township Code of Conduct (the “Code”), Code complaints 
will be investigated in accordance with the Integrity Commissioner Inquiry Protocol (the 
“Protocol”). Under the Protocol, there is an Election Blackout Period with respect to Formal 
Code Complaints.   
 

5.9. Termination of inquiry when regular election begins  
 
If the Integrity Commissioner has not completed an inquiry before nomination day for a 
regular election, as set out in section 31 of the Municipal Elections Act, 1996, the 
Integrity Commissioner shall terminate the inquiry on that day. If an inquiry is so 
terminated, the Integrity Commissioner shall not commence another inquiry in respect 
of the matter unless, within six weeks after voting day in a regular election as set out in 
section 5 of the Municipal Elections Act, 1996, the person or entity who made the 
request or the Member or former Member whose conduct is concerned makes a written 
request to the Integrity Commissioner that the inquiry be commenced.  
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5.10. Other rules that apply during regular election  
 
The following rules apply during the period of time starting on nomination day for a 
regular election, as set out in section 31 of the Municipal Elections Act, 1996, and 
ending on voting day in a regular election, as set out in section 5 of that Act:  
1. There shall be no requests for an inquiry about whether a member of council or of a 
Local Board has contravened the Code of Conduct applicable to the Member 
 
2. The Integrity Commissioner shall not report to the Municipality or Local Board about 
whether, in his or her opinion, a member of council or of a Local Board has 
contravened the Code of Conduct applicable to the Member. 
 
3.. The Municipality or Local Board shall not consider whether to impose the penalties 
referred to in sections 5.5 and 5.6 above on a member of council or of a Local Board. 

  
Therefore, between nomination day (August 21, 2026 this year) and voting day, there shall   
be no requests for an inquiry, no reports from the Integrity Commissioner on Code 
contraventions and no meetings of Council or a local board to consider imposing any 
penalties on a member of Council or a local board. 

 
While this Office cannot receive Code complaints during this period leading up to the 
municipal election on October 26, 2026, the Integrity Commissioner remains available to 
provide guidance on the Code rules to sitting Members with respect to their obligations as 
elected officials until voting day. This Office cannot provide candidates with Municipal 
Elections Act (“MEA”) advice and has no jurisdiction to enforce the rules of the MEA.  
The Use of Corporate Resources Policy (as legislated by the Municipal Elections Act) may 
provide Members further rules that must be followed. 

 

  Statement of Expenditures 

 
$5,650.00 – Integrity Commissioner Services (including remuneration for advice to Members 
of Council and Council, Delivery of Council Education Session, office administration). Where 
expenses for the investigation of Formal Complaints exceed the available amount of the 
Annual Stipend for Integrity Commissioner Services, an invoice will be submitted to the 
Municipality for such services. 

 
  Closing Remarks 
 
2026 is a Municipal Election year. I encourage Members of Council to seek advice from this 
Office with respect to navigating their roles as sitting Members and their election related 
activities. 

 
In conclusion, I would like to thank the Township Clerk, Mr. Craig Jeffrey, for the assistance 
of his Office in providing me with the relevant Township policies in fulfilling my mandate of 
Integrity Commissioner for Seguin Township. 
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Respectfully submitted, June 9, 2026 
Suzanne Craig 
Integrity Commissioner 
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